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HE 11 of the 18 of Lay-preaching 
pretend, that they do not mean any thing injurious. 
either to the character oꝶ oſſicr of a miniſter; of Je- 

ſus Cbriſt. It will be difffcult, hawever, to recon- 
eile theſe profeſſions with the general principle which 
they have adopted, That“ preaching the goſpel is 
the duty of all who: are: taught of God.“ If by 
this they iptend thing more, than that it is the 
duty of ſaints, according to the ſtation they occupy 

in the viſible, chu reh, to declare and recommend 
the truths and laws of Jeſus Chriſt in their chriſ- 
tian converſation and by a godly life; there are 
few who-will be. diſpoſed to controvert the opinion. 
But if they intend by it, that ſuch as ate taught- | 
of God; and ſuſtain only a private character in the 
church, are nevertheleſs bound, with all che pub - 
licity and authority of a goſpel-· miniſter to preach 
the goſpel of Chriſt unto N e it will be diffl- 
cult, nay impoſſihle, to reopneile this principle 
with cheir profeſñons of regard: to the miniſterial 
curate age office. If all-thoſe who have taſted 
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that the Lord i is gracious are bound by his autho. 


rity to act in ſuch a public eapaeity, then the work | 6 
of a goſpel miniſter can no longer be the ſpecial em. . 
ployment of this or the other individual, but muſt b 
of neceſſity be the common concern and employ. | | 
ment of all thoſe who believe. The office of a goſ. i 
pel-miniſter would thus be founded upon a claim > 
to ſaintſhip, and the church would bave as many * 


miniſters as there are ſaints in her. Or rather, 
ſhe would: have none at, all who ſuſt ained a mate 
public character than belonged. to her members in 

common: For what is the common employment 
of the a a cannot be the ſpecial Dy of y 


: one. ; * 10 del 33. 39 # 1 
It n 6 not 7 our brethren from Kita Et 
* Eb to rel us, that? Sthere-is a material Gf. 
ference betweera ſetiled paſtor over a people;/and | 
the perſon who; goes into the world to proclaim the 
riches of. divine grace. The calb of the people ib 
neceſſary to ſix the relation betwixt a miniſfer and * 
a partieulat᷑ part of the church I but this call does 


not inveſt him witli atiy office-powers which hedid WM ** 
not poſſeſs: before. Ehe gift of office is: conferred WM 


V a TIE | of a 

by the laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, of t 
and not by the members of the church at large. ber 
Nor will it contribute in any degree to the ſuppon u & 


ok their cauſe to.inform us, that-Itinerants are not! ha 

dc interfere with the work of a regular mihiſtt Ml - 
by the diſpenſation of baptiſm and the Lord's ſup- 
Per. Wyen our bleſſed Lord ſent forth his diſci- 
ples, it was to baptize as well as to preach, Matth. 
- xxvHHil 19. and the great apoflſle of the Gentiles 
fſuggeſis, that preaching is more honqurable than 
ee Sych N as are N ien 
| rity 


0 dl ä 
rity to — are veſled with authority to R 
tile allo. Nor will it be of any advantage for them 
to infit, that they are ſuch only as ave gifted, ant 
have opportunities in providence for the exefcife - 
of their gifts, that are to go forth in a public capa- 
city, and protlaim the riches of divine grace unto 
others. This principle i is even more hoſtile to the 


the office entirely aſide, and founds the whole war- 
rant ſor à miniſterial eompulſion upon the gifts 
with which the perſon is endowed. Tn this caſe, 
the magnifying. of his office would be both fooliſh 
and unreaſonable; but the extolling and commend- 
ing of his gifts wouldihe a reafonable ſervice. He 
could not invite, entreat, and beſeech as an ambaſ- 
ſador for Jeſas Chriſt. "Ke office, in this caſe, is 
entirely thrown aſide, ſo that neither 5 nor i. 
nerant — magnify his office. 5 
It may likewiſe be obſerved, that if the ac: 

ſion of mere gifts, and an opportunity in provi- 
dence for the exerciſe of theſe, laid a perſon under 
obligations to go forth, and, with all the publicity | 
of a miniſter of the goſpel, to proclaim the riches | 
of the grace of God unto others, then every mem- 
ber of the church muſt appear, occaſionall y at leaſt, 
upon a public ſcene i in her. There-are few men = 
ſhut up in providence, as not to be now and then 
fs in public; and there are as few 'who have not re- 
ceived- at. leaſt one talent to occupy." But the man 
Who has received only dne talent is no more at li- 
derty to wrap it up in a napkin, than another is 


are with which a perſon is endowed, he has the 
mus 1 to ay them out. to che beſt ad van- 
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oſſice of a goſpel· miniſter than the other. It ſets 


who has received ten. The fewer thoſe talents. | 
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tage. And, if this principle is admitted, according te 


to the meaſure of his ability and opportunities, m 
every man muſt be bound to go forth and preach te. 
Chriſt unto others. This would call forth the of 
whole members of the church to a public miniſtry of 
in the goſpel.—In whatever light the ſcheme of WM te 
Lay-preaching is examined, it gives a deadly thruſt WM ha 
at the office of a goſpel-miniſter—it aboliſhes at MW ev 
once alt diſtinction between public and private MW *: 
characters in the church, and has the moſt dire thi 
and immediate tendency to throw every thing in ju 
this fociety into the wildeſt anarchy and confuſion, wi 
More effectually to oppoſe this bane of religion, MW th: 
this ſource of error and corruption in the church, int 
it may not be improper to inſtru& the warrant for! 
2 goſpel miniſtry. And if it can be ſhewn from the 
holy ſcriptures, that the King and Head of the 
church has made a diltiation between public and 
private characters in her, and proviſion alſo for a 
regular diſpenſation of all goſpel ordinances by an 


inſtituted miniſtry, it. muſt ollow as a neceſlary 
conſequence from this, that the ſcheme of Jay- 
preaching is unwarrantable.— In defence of a gol. 


pel-miniſtry, the following ching may be ob. 
. 
1. The Leeitical office was judged nee for 


the edify ing of the body of Chriſt under the Law; 
and no man, however well qualified, either by gifts 
or graces, or by both, was permitted to take tus 
office unto himſelf, but he that was called of God, 
as was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. 'The duties of this of 


mit 
fice were ſo numerous, and of ſuch importance ho 
that the Levife was to have no inheritance among 
thn 


is We we by turning his. attention to mat! 
ten 


£79 . 7 
ters of a ſecular nature; the duties of nis office 
might be neglected. Provifion was made for his 
temporal ſubſiſtence in another way. This ſervant 


of the church was to be ſuppotted by the members 


of the church. He had even a more liberal maine 
tenance afforded him than the reſt of her members 
had. And that there might be publie teachers in 


every part of the (country, the tribe of Levi was 


ſcatteredamongall the different tribes pertaining to 
the children of Iſrael... Was the office of the Levite 
judged to be of ſuch importance of old, that the 
whole tribes belonging to Iſrael were charged, in 
the moſt ſolemn "manner, to bring all their tythes: 


into God's ſtore· houſe, for the ſuppott of theſe men 


whom he had called to miniſter before him in holy 
things? And were theſe miniſtets of the Lord in- 
terdicted from entangling thelletves with the af. 
fairs of this life, that they might devote their time 
and talents to the miniſtry which they kad receive 
ed? And; is it resfonable to ſappoſe, that the | 


ehurch in New Teftamant times ts left without 
public teachers, or an inſtituted miniſtry? The 


converſion of ſinners, and the edifying of the body 
of Chriſt, are matters of as great importance it 
prefent, as they were in former times. And while 
men continue to be ignorant of God, and of the 
cbings of God, an office analogous to that of the 


Levite's muſt be perpetually neceſſary. That love 


which prompted our great Redeemer to fend forth 
labourers into his vineyard Yrinerly, will not per- 
mit that his viteyard,” which is ftill 1 him, 0 ; 
ſhould He as an tncultivated field now, 

2. In Old Teſtament times, the members ap the 


church were directed t "hook forward unto the 


lat 


- 
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: laſt and beſt times of the New Teſtament church, 
and confidently to expect that there would be an in. 
ſtituted and regular miniſtry in her, Iſa. Ixvi. 2 
will alſo take of them for prieſts, and for Le- 
vites, ſaith the Lord.” Ezek. xliv. 15, 16. The 
prieſts, the Levites, the ſons of ZGadok—ſhall 
come near to me, to miniſter unto me, and the 
ſhall ſtand before me, to offer unto me the fat and 
the blood, ſaith the Lord God. They ſhall enter into 
my ſanQtuary, and they ſhall come near to my ta- 
ble to miniſter unto me, and they ſhall keep my 

charge;“ and in verſe 23. we are told, that they 


mall teach his people the difference between the 


holy and profane, and cauſe them to diſcern, bes | 
tween the unclean and the clean. It is abundantly 
manifeſt, from the ſcope and connect ion of- theſe 
paſſages, that they Me a referenae to the laſt and 
beſt times of the church. The firſt reſpects that 
happy period when a nation. zall be born at once; 
and as foon as Zion ſhe ſhall bring forth 
children. It looks forward to a period that is yet 
to come, when the infidelity of the Jews ſhall be 
_ deſtroyed, and this ancient people ſhall be gathered 
out of all countries whither they have been ſcattered, 
and ſhall be brought for an offering unto. the Lord 
out of all nations, When this period arrives, 0. 
Lord ſhall take of them. for prieſts and for Levuites. 
Not that the Levitical prieſthood, or any thing pe- 
culiar to the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, will be 
revived; but from among theſe lang outcaſts: there 
would be ſome called and qualified to occupy a public 
| ſtation, and diſpenſe the various ordinances which 
belong to the New Teſtament church. — The ſecond 
of thels texts. Alen to the ſame happy flate of. the 
, church 
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church, when the glory ſof the Lord ſhall fill the 
honſe of the Lord: and in both paſſages. there is a 
marked diſtinction between public and pri vate cha- 
racters in her. The Levites, and tbe prieſts: the 
ſons of Zadok, ate pointed out as quite ALAN 
from the body of the . habe whom _ are 
to labour. 7 16 CET Ne *pt5- MAT 8 

But if the work of a ata *niniſterJs to de per- 
formed by all them that believe, then, not only the 
;.evites, and the prieſts. the ſons of Zadok, but the 
y whole tribes of the New Teſtament Iſrael mult 
y come forward and miniſter at God's table, Were 
ie Ml there no particular order to be obſerved in the ad- 
„% miſſion of perſons to the exerciſe of a public mi. 
y Wl viltry in the church, why. is the prophet command- 
ſe ed, ver. 5. to pay ſuch attention to the laws and 
nd Wl ordinances of the houſe, to the entering in of the 
at WW houſe, with every going forth of the ſanctuary? 
e; The whole of the following context hath a relation 
th to a goſpel. miniſtry; ; and the very particular atten- 
et tion which the prophet was to pay to every going 
be W out and in of this ſpiritual temple, ſeems intended 
ed by the Spirit of God to ſhew how careful the of- 
ed, fice-bearers, of. the church in her beſt times would | 
rd WM be, to proceed according to the rules of the word | 
th in admitting) candidates for office to a fellowſhip | 
er with them in, the miniſtry of the goſpel. But why, il 
pe⸗ is there any mention of prieſts or Levites, if the 
be work of teaching the people, and ſerving at God's 
ere table, is the common employment of all them whe 
blic believe? Or why is ſuch attention to be exetei- 
ich Wl ſed about the: admiſſion of auy to this employment, 
ond if every perſon chat! is : gifted ay; take it Vitae: his | 
the WW own ads 0 | Y 


T's | 1 4 IH 


8 5 | 

3. The names of office, which are applied wnty 
ſome prove; that a'goſpel miniſtry is of divine in. 
ſtitution, and that their office is not held in co. 
mon among all them who believe, but by ſome 
only There are many different deſignatiens given 
them in the word all theſe are more or leſs de. 


ſcriptive of that office, the duties of wich they 
are called to diſcharge, and the character they ate 
bound to maintain. They are called Paſtors and 
teachers, and God is ſaid to have ſet them in the 
church. If the diſtinction between a paſtor and his 
flock, or between a teacher and his pupils is ad. 
mitted, ſuch a diſtinction mult alſo faggeſt to us 
the idea of public and private characters in the | 
church. Now it is here ſaid that he hath' ſet, gi. 
ven, or appointed them; and this appointment doth | 
not extend unto all, but unto ſome only. For Go 

hath ſet ome in the church; firſt" apoſtles, ſecotid- 
arily prophets, thirdly teachers, x Cor. Xii. 28. 
They are likewiſe deſigned fewards of the myſtery 
of God, and ambaſſudors for Feſus Crit. Both 
theſe are names of office, and peculiarly expreſſive 
of the employment of a goſpel miniſter,” | Bir" "Tf 
the miniſterial office is # mere human invention, 
the ſe offieral terms can have no meaning. "With 
vat propriety could any man be deſigned a ſtew⸗ 
ard of the myſteries of God, if od himſelf had not 
appoiated i in his houſe the ingh office of a ſpiritual 
ſteward? Or with what propriety could he be cal. 
led by the name of an ambaMſador for Chriſt, if Je. 
fus Cheift, the King and Head of his own church, 
Kad not inſtituted ſuch an offite' in her, aud cön- 
necked with that office certain powers Welk, ved! 
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the ſubjects of his kingdom at large are not inveſt- 
ed? In the dominions of an earthly prince, there 
may be many perſons better qualified to fill the of- 
fice of an ambaſſador than the one who is appoint- 
ed; but there is none who can repreſent the per- 
ſon, or ſpeak in the name of this prince at a fo- 


reign court, except the one who has received an 


appointment from him to act in this capacity. And 
if there is any claſs of men in the, church to whom 
the title of ambaſſador for Chriſt may be applied, 
then theſe men muſt have office-powers and autho- 
rity which other ſubjeQs do not poſſeſs. They are 
called by various other names in ſcripture ; ſuch as 
watchmen, angels of the churches, ſervants of the 
church, workers together with God, &.; from all 
which it is evident that miniſters of the goſpel 
hold their office by a divine right. 

4. The reciprocal duties, which are binding up- 
on miniſters and people, manifeſt that the office of 
a goſpel-miniſtry is of divine appointment. If this 
office were of human invention, the Spirit of God 
had never defined the duties of it; or were. the 
wotk of a goſpel miniſter the common concern of 
all who believe, we had never heard of ſpecial du- 
ties being incumbent upon ſome in relation to this 


work, which were not binding upon others.' Were 


it a common. employment, then the ſame duties 
which were binding upon one, would be binding 
upon every one. But there are many duties pointe 
ed out in ſcripture as. ly ing upon thoſe who are en- 
gaged in the miniſtry of the goſpel; which are not 
incumbent upon others, and for the neglect of theſe 
they never will be blamed. | In a particular man- 
ner, miniſters are commanded to take the overſight 
5 8 | A RF 


* nifiry; and if this principle is admitted. it muſt 


( 20 ) | * 
of the flock of God, 1 Tim. iii 3. Not to negleſt 
the gift which is in them, which was given bythe] 
laying-on of the hands of the preſbytery, 1 Lim. iu. 
14 ; to de vote themſelves wholly to the duties of their 
office, verſe 15; and to commit that miniſt ry Which 
they have received unto faithful men, who may be 
able to teach others alſo. When Paul reflected up- 
on the number and importance of thaſe duties which | 
were binding upon miniſters, in reference to the 
objects of their charge, he was obliged to ery out, 
„Who is. ſufficient for theſe things!“ And when 
he reflected upon the doom of thoſe who neglected 
the duties of their office, he was obliged alſo 10 ex. 
claim, © Yea woe unto me, if I preach not the got 
pel!” Shall the belieyer then be condemned with 
the unbeliever? or ſhall all thoſe who are endewed 
with gifts, and have opportunities in providence ! 
for the exerciſe of theſe, be conſigned over to beat 
the dreadful effects of this woe, if they do not com- 
mence Itinerants, and go forth in the exereiſe of 4 
public miniſtry in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ? It 
cannot be refuſed, that there are duties binding up F 
on ſome, in relation to the exerciſe of a public mi- 
nill ry in the gofpel, which are not binding upon all 
who are eminently gifted, and have many opportu- 
nities in providence for the exerciſe of ſuch a mi- 


80 as a neceſſar conſcquence from 4t, That the 
work of 2 goſpel miniſter is a 0 and not a "Oo 
won employment, „ 
This truth is equally Anka Was dee dates 
which are binding upon the people, in reference to 
ſuch as labour in word and doctrine. among them. 
wo if miniſters are to devote their time and talents to 
1 | the 
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the 2 their! office, the people are bound to 

aim at a correſponding improvement of their mi- 
niſtrations; and; in order to tliis, they are to wait 

r 1 their miniftry; they are to eſteem them very 
h highly in love for their work's ſake: they are to 
8 pray much for them, and are to ſeek the law at 
„ dleir wouth.— Thefe reciprocal obligations clearly 
h recognize the d iſt inction betu een paitors and peo- 
e ple. and ſew that the * of a n en 15 


of divine appointment. 

5. The promiſe" of aſſiſtanoe, which was 3 to) 
the firſt miniſters of the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 
x. tion, carries in it an illuſtration of this truth, That: 
ue office of aigoſpel minifter is of divine appoint- 
h ment, and neee in tlie church till the 
end of time. M hen onri blefſed Redeemer was a- 
os Wl bout to- aſcend unto the throng of his glory, in vir 
ar tue of that authority with which he was inveſted 
n- WM #5 head over all things, he ſent forth his diſeiple! 

a Wl to teach all nations, baptizing chem; and, for their 
t encouragement in this arduous work he told them, 
1. WW tat they ſhould have his gracious and ſpecial pre- 
i. ſence with them: Lo þ am with you alway, even 
all Wl »2to the end of the world. No perſon ſurety will 
u bey, chat this promiſe: is reſtricted tu theſe firſt mi- 
VE niſters of tlie goſpel. It was ta bei fulfilled in their 
un experience, as long as they were engaged in the ex- 
he Nerciſe of a public: miniſtry in the church: but this 
FR promiſe. ean never be aceam ꝑliſhed in all the exteut 


— 


oc its meaning, unleſs it refers ta fucceſſors in office: 
e ſuch as came after them, veſted: with authority to 
to breach and to eee as conſidently expect the 
„ alalment: of it in their cafe, as the apoſtles. might 
+ expect it in theirs. If. the: firſt. miniſters of the 
DN as 8 N c LES | church 
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church were to have no ſucceſſors in office, ont | 
Lord had never intimated that his preſence would 
be with them to the end of the world. But as this 


promiſe looks forward, through all the different re. 
volutions in the world, to the end of time, faithful 
goſpel miniſters in the preſent day may claim the 


- fulfilment, of it; and, animated and encouraged by. 


the faith of Chriſt's preſence, they may proceed 
with alacrity in the moſt difficult parts of their du- 
ty. And I am perſuaded, that it is the encourage-. 
ment contained in this and in ſimilar promiſes of the 
word of God, which often prompts them to appeat 
in the pulpit, when they would otherwiſe have ab- 


ſolutely declined that ſervice. | But if the work of 


a goſpel- miniſter is the common employment of all 
who believe, what greater encouragement is held 
forth from this promiſæ to one claſs of men 


than to another? Or if the office of a goſpel mini- 
ſter is not of divine appointment, what other en- 
couragement have thoſe who are called miniſters of 


the word to proceed in their work than the Itine. 
rant has, who does not plead that he ſuſtains; an 
public character in the church at all? LEA 
6. A faithful goſpel miniſtry are tepreſented a 25 
a very great bleſſing to thoſe parts of the world 
where they reſide; and the removal of theſe 


men by death or otherwiſe, is repreſented as one 


of the greateſt calamities which can befal any peo- 


ple: But their preſence could not be a bleſſing; not 
would their departure be à gurſe, if the work of a 
miniſter of the goſpel might be performed by all 


them who believe, or by all who are gifted fot: this 


employment. It is mentioded, as one of the hei- 


eſt judgments. which were [inflicted upon the Jews 
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in Babylon, that © their teachers were removed i in- 


to a corner:“ and one of the leading, privileges which 


that people were to enjoy, upon their return to their 
own land, was, that their eyes ſhould ſee. their 
teachers.“ It was threatened againſt the church of 
Epheſus, that except ſhe repented, the Lord would 
come to her quickly, and remove her candleſtick 
out of his place, Rev. ii. 5. Are ſuch threatenings 
conſiſtent with the idea, that the office of the goſpel 
miniſtry is of human invention? If this office were 
not of divine appointment, it could be no judgment, 
but, on the contrary a great bleſſing, when thoſe 


were removed from among them who pretended to 


fill an office in the church which her, glorious King 
had not inſtituted. . Nor can ſuch. threatenings be 
conſiſtent with the univerſal right of gracious. and 
giſted perſons, to exerciſe a public; miniſtry in the 
goſpel, For if the ſcheme. of preaching by perſons | 
not in office. were lawful, no ſooner were one mi- 
niſter of the goſpel removed, than ſome giited | bro- 
ther would ſhine in his room. As long as any pre- 
tenſions to gifts remained, it is impoſſible, except 
in the caſe of wilful neglect, that a diſpenſation of 
coſpel ordinances could ever be interrupted. 
Admitting that God hath ſet ſome in bis church, 
paſtors: and teachers, it may eaſily be conceived 
how the Epheſians, and other Chriſtian, congrega- 
tions around them, mi ght be deprived of that mini- 
try which God had appointed: but if the Tight; of 
exerciſing this miniſtry belongs in come on to all 
them who believe, it is utterly, ineonceivable how 
any aſſembly of profeſſing Chriſtians could be alto- 
gether deſtitute of miniſters. It is not to be ſup- 
oled chat t . is any ſociety of Chriſtians, upon 
B the 


%, ho 


| ( 
the face of the earth, where all the members are 4; 


deſtitute.of natural abilities, that not an individual 
can be found among them Who is able to ſay a fe 


things for the edification of his brethren. The 


virtue of ſermons does not depend upon their 


length, and it has as little dependenee upon method 


and arrangement: The perfon therefore o is qua. 


lified to ſay a few plain things to his brethren; 49 


capable, according to the modern definition of the 
word PREACH, of being employed in this work; and | 


muſt be ſtill better qualified to baptize. Thus it 
could not be conſidered as a Judgment upon any 
people to remove their paſtors, as the reſou res of 
that church world be al ways ſufficient to make up fot 
ſuch loſſes. They would have no occafion to petition 
a neighbouring preſbytery for paſtors, much ges 
woull they need to invite them from a diſtant eoun- 
try to come and labour among them; for -no-{ooner 
. were their preſent paſtors removed, than the W 
brethren could ſupply the loſs. Log 2:5 5p 


From theſe eonſiderations, the office af 8 goth 
miniſter appears 40 be of divine appointment. And 


as this office is inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt, as u Son 


and Lord over his on houſe, there muſt be certain 
powers connected with it, which they who oecup/ 
only a private ſtation in the church, have no Mat- 


rant to aſſume. How abſurd would it be forthe lo 

eſl fer vant in a large family to exeroiſe that authoritj 
Which belongs only to the ſteward; or for the low- 
eſt ſubject in a kingdom te arrogate to himſelf thol 
offiee-powers which have beeniconferred upon none 


but a prime miniſter, - or an ambaſſador; and where 


In does it appear to be more oonſiſtent with ſound 
3 chat a a man wy fs only 2: private: flation 
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to expect that their labours will be ſucceſsful. 
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in the church ſhould aſſume all the power ak au- 


thority which belongs to office · bearers there? 


II. —The Cann and an auer to a 
8 e 


Ir is certainly a matter of very great importance, 
to thoſe who would ſerve God in the miniſt ry ot 
the goſpel, to know, and to be fully perſuaded: in 
their own mind, that they have a ſcriptural call to 
the office. Without this, they can have no ground 
On 

the contrary, they have every reaſon to fear, leſt 
the great Head of the church ſhould ſay of them as he 
did of the falſe prophets, I ſent them not, nor com- 
manded them, therefore they ſhall not profit this peo-. - 
ple at all, ſaith'the Lord,” Jer. xxiii. 32. The more 
that the glory of God and. the intereſts of fellow- 
men are connected with this ſervice, they ought to be 
more fully ſatished with reſpect to their call and war- 
rant to engage in it. God may be diſhonoured, and. 
ſouls may perilh, not only through the criminal ne- 
gligence of ſome, and the preaching of another goſ- 
pel by others; but even where the greateſt dili- 
gence and zeal are manifeited, and the precious 
truths of the goſpel. are declared, the ſame diſmal 
conſequences. may follow, where the perſon has not 
been called of God to this work: hence the reaſon. 
aligned why theſe prophets referred to could not 
profit the people. is this, that God had. not ſent them 


1 _—_— 


* 


upon their invaders, and either completely to ex- 


pel 


(16 y 
nor commanded them, Perſuaded of the neceſſity of 
a ſcriptural call ty the office of a goſpel miniſter, a 
the only way in which perſons have encourage. 
ment to expect that they will be ſucceſsful, the a. 
| poltle, with the very fame emphaſis of expreſſion 


that he aſks, © How ſhall they call on him in 


whom they have not believed? How ſhall they be. 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how ſhall they hear without a preacher?” puts the 
interrogation, and ſays, How ſhall they N ex- 
* they be ſent ? Rom. x. 14, 15. 


The anger of God has broken forth; in a very 


awful manner, againſt ſome who intermeddled in 
this work without a regular call, The caſe of 
Uzziah is a very remarkable one. When he was 
ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to his deſtruction, 
for he tranſgrefſed againſt the Lord his God, and 
went into the temple of the Lord to burn incenſe 
upon the altar of incenſe,” 2 Chron. xxvi. 16, 

21. Notwithſtanding the ſtrenuous oppoſitipn 
which was made to him by the prieſts, the king re- 
mained obſt inate in his reſolution, till the Lord of 
the temple interfered, and put an end to the quar- 


rel by ſmiting him with a leproſy, which did cleave | 


to him to the day of his death,— The caſe of Saul 
is no leſs remarkable, x Sam. xiii. chap. The af- 
fairs of the children of Iſrael were ſcarcely ever in 
more critical ſituation than ia the period referred to. 
A numerous army was collected together againſt them, 
conſiſting of thirty thouſand chariots, fix thouſand 


horſemen, and people as the fand of the ſea-ſhore 


for multitude, The Philiftines appeared as if they 
had been fully determined to avenge the quartel 


„„ 5 7 

pel them from their country, or bring'theny inth- 
doeh a ſtate of ſabjeQion, that they might have no 
occaſion to be afraid of their power any more. This 
huge army was collected together at no great dif- 
tance from Gilgal, where the camp of Saul was. 
The army of Hrael on the other hand was very 
ſmall, and greatly diſpirited. Deſertions were nu- 
merous; and fuch as remained with Saul follow- 
ed him trembling, The delay of Samuel added 
conſiderably to the affliftion of the people. He was 
both a prophet and a prieſt, and hitherto intereſted 
himſelf very much in all the public affairs of the 
children of Iſrael; but at this time they were ready 
to imagine that he was acting like one who had no 
longer their intereſt at heart. Saul waited for him 
till the ſeventh day; but deſpairing at length of his 
coming, and thinking that his only ſafety depended 
upon giving battle to his enemy as ſoon as poſſible, 
and that it would be worſe than the heathen them: 
elves to give battle to an enemy without having 
previouſly conſulted the Lord by ſacrifice and pray- 

er, he © therefore. forced himſelf and offered a 
burat-offering,” ver. 12. one would have thought, 
that if ever an apology could have been ſuſlained 

for any. man, it muſt have been in the caſe of Saul. 

He offered ſacrifice only once, and that too in a very 
great ſtrait; yet for this in yaſion of the prieſts office, 

his Kingdom was taken from him, . beftowed up- 


on another. d 


I 'need. not dwell © on the illuſtration of b getz 
mournful proofs. Every perſon who has any ac- 
quaintance. with his. Bible muſt recollect, that on 
various octaſions God, has teſtified his diſpleaſure i in 
a very awful manner with thoſe who intermeddled 

7 B. 3 


in ſacred things, without a adder: call; Nor d 
L apprehend there are any who will plead, that u 
call whatever is neceſſary. Even thoſe, who mains 
tain that it is the duty of all who are taught of 
God to preach the goſpel, muſt admit that certain 


qualifications are indiſpenſably neceſſary to all thoſe. 


who are to be employed in this manner. But as 
the hinge of the preſent controverſy turns upon 
this very point, it is neceffary here to enquire 
more particularly into theſe things which charac. 
terize the miniſter who is ſent of God, and diſtin- 
guiſh him from all others who run without a com- 
miſſion. —The extraordinary call and qualifications 
Vith which apoſtles and prophets were favoured; is 


not now to be expected. But, as ordinary paſtors 
and teachers are to be continued in the church till 


the end of time, the ſeriptures which are a perſeſt 
rule i in other matters, are ſufficient to guide our en- 
quiries into this alſo, viz. How ſucceſſors in office 
are to be admitted; or what may be deem̃ed a 
feriptural call to the exerciſe, of a public miniſtry 


1a the church. —The e following things may be ob. 


ſerved : 

I.Ave ry conſiderable degree of quite ad 
the greatand precious truths of the goſpel, neceſſarily 
belongs to this call. Every one muſt ſee that that 
perſon can have no commandment from God. to go 
forth and preach the goſpel unto others, who conti- 
nues ignorant even of the firit principles of the ora- 
cles of God, The prieſt's lips are to keep know- 
edge, and the people are to ſeek the law. at his 
mouth. But where the blind i is leading the blind, 
| both are in danger of falling, into the ditch.. Ur. 
Er ſvch a "ory, the Lebe muſt periſh for be. 
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of knowledge..,.It will, by no means compenſate 
for his lack of knowledge in the ſcriptures, that he 
has been an indefatigable ſtudent, and has made great 
proficiency,in human. ſcience. - They are not the 


principles of philoſophy, but the pure doctrines of 


the croſs. of Chriſt, which the Holy Spirit makes ef- 
fectual for the converſion of ſinners: and therefore 
his learning can be to no manner of purpoſe uſeful 
to ſouls, till once he become acquainted with the 
ſacred ſcriptures. * Let it not be imagined that it 
is intended here to depreciate a liberal education. 
Too little reſpect has been ſhewn to this, and the 
work of a goſpel-miniſter has been | conſidered by 
many as ſo very eaſy, that ſuch an education might 
very well be diſpenſed with. But as long as hu- 
man literature may be ſubſervient to the ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures, and may enable the man of God 
more fully and clearly to illuſtrate and recommend 
the things of God unto others, it certainly demands 
his ſerious attention and regard. 'At any rate, ſome 
knowledge of thoſe lan guages, in which the mind of 
God was originally committed unto writing, is 
highly neceſſary. It is altogether impoſſible for any 


one to diſcharge that part of the duty of a goſpel- 


miniſter, wherein he is to appear particularly for 
the defence of the goſpel, without this. Deſtitute 
of this knowledge, his faith muſt reſt in the wiſ. 
dom of commentators and tranſlators. In thoſe 
parts where critical {kill is neceſſary, he cannot 
think for himſelf. And in all his critical defence 
of the goſpel, he can then only with a borrowed 
lure. | 

2. There _ by an pan} to cone or wth. | 
culty of ent the ſentiments of the mind unto 


| others. 


* 
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others, Without this, a man's knowldaye'& can bs of 
profitable to himſelf only: and while miniſters'sf WM t 
the goſpel hold their office for the good of others, hi 
whiete there is not this aptneſs to teach, a perſon pe 
can have no ſcriptural call to the work of a goſpek MW pi 
miniſter. There are ſome perfons who are favour. MW at 
ed with very ſtrong natural parts, and who have he 


clear and diſtin apprehenſions of religious matters, al 
but being in a great meaſure deſtitute of the quali. pe 
fication now mentioned, their call to the office ofa ci 


miniſter of the goſpel muſt appear very dubious. an 
To ſupply this defect, and in many inſtances as a th 
cloak to lazineſs, the eſtabliſhed churehes in Britain in 
and Ireland have admitted of readiug inſtead of ne 
preaching. This practice is fearcety known in fo- ad 
reign churches ; even the indolent clergy of the en 
church of Rome have not to this day adopted it; WM © 
2 elend is manifeſtly contrary to the uniform cuſtom de 
of our Lord and his apoſtles, and that of all the firſt I be 
miniſters of the New Teſtament church. "Where 
this evil obtains, an ordinance is introduced into WW 80 
the congregations of the ſaints which is purely of 0 
human authority, and is maintained and coucitenanc- WM n 
ed there at the dreadful expence of excluding an- by 
| ther which has all the high fanction of a divine ap- * 
pointment. Reading and preaching are two very et 
different things: It is impoſſible that both theſe b. 
can be carried on in the ſame worſhipping aſſembly dr 
at one and the fame time. Accordingly; where Wl .* 
reading 1 is admitted, the divine ordinante of preach- let 
ing, which is the wiſdom of God, and the power 1 * 
God to ſalvation, maſt be laid aſidee. th 
Not to mention che glaring. inlult which this fi 
1 e offers to che Hely 9 as if che bas w 


dt. af 


. 


of Nik aſſiſtande 3 in the work of a miniſter, was not 


td be regarded; the reader offers a real inſalt to 
5, himſelf, by practically declaring his incapacity to 
n perform the duties of the ſtation which he oceu- 
* pies. II not neceſſary to a miniſter that he be 
ra e to diſplay all the graces of an orator, not that 
2 he be capable /of embelliſhing his diſcourſe with. 
85 all the tropes and figures of a rhetorician: the goſ- 
7 pel of Jeſus Chriſt ſtands in no need of theſe artifi- 
3 cial ornaments. It never appears in ſuch beauty, 
9. and it never recommends itſelf with ſuch power to 


a Wl the conſcience of the hearer, as when it is preached 
in in plainneſs and ſimplicity. But it is indiſpenſably 
of W neceflary that a miniiter of the goſpel be capable of 
5 MW addrefling his audience in ſuch a manner as that his 
he expreſſions ſhall be level even to the weakeſt capa- 
t; city, Where this gift of utterance, or aptneſs to 
m teach is wanting, thar perſon has reaſon to fear that 
ett be is running without being ſent. . 
re 3. An acquaintance with perſonal religion, and a 
to. good report of them who are without, belong alſo 
of Wl to this call. How far a gracious God may counte- 
ic. Wl nance the miniſtrations of wicked men, is not our 
+ buſineſs to determine; He ſaw meet to employ the 
p- mint ry of Judas, but this can be no ptecedent for 
y others deſtitute of the power of religion to thruſt 
fs themſelves into the miniſterial office: and no con- 
Jy gregation who with well to their ſouls? ſalvation, 
i would defire to fit under the miniſtry of ſuch men, 
. let their other gifts and qualifications be ever ſo re- 
o MW warkable. It is impoſſible that theſe men can be 
villing to ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt, who are 
his MW {ll under the power of corruption, and in league 
ih with the enemies of Chriſt.” Nor is it poſſible that 
"* 8 they 


( 22 ) 
they will travail as in birth till Chriſt, the had of 
glory, is formed in the hearts of others, who never 
were in earneſt about the ſalvation of their on 
ſouls. The preaching of the goſpel . is, like the 
drawing of a bow at a venture, -It. i ig. God only 
who can direct the point of the arrow between che 
joints of the harneſs, and make it effectual. But 
thoſe who wilh to be uſcful, will aim as near the 
mark as poſſible; and, in order to this, it is necel. 
ſary that they have ſome experience of the Lord's 
gracious method of dealing with their own ſouls, 
_ that they may know how to. ſuit their diſcourſe to 
the caſe of thoſe that hear them. 

It is no leſs neceſſary that they be perſons of a 
good report, leſt they fall into reproach. and, the 
ſnare. of the devil, 1 Tim. iii. 7. Unleſs the cha- 
racter of a miniſter be reſpeAable, there is little Lean 
ſon to, apprehend that his; meige will, meet ich a | 
cordial reception. A blamgleſs.conyerfſation..is re- 
gui red of all the profeſſors of religion, but eſpecially 
of theſe: who are to be as he-goats before the flock, 
* Tim. iv. 12, Where profligacy of manners is 
characteriſt io of any of thoſe, who qcoupy a puhlie 
ſtat ion in the church, this never fails to give ocea- 
ſion to the adverſary to blaſpheme; it brings a 
grievous reproach upon the good ways of the Lord; 
it defeats the very deſigu of their office, and is a 
clear, proof that they have no commiſſion from 
Tion's king, to enter into his ſanctuary, or come 
| near to bis table to miniſter before him. 

4. Zeal, for God, and an ardent, deſire A 1 5 
W to the ſouls of men, belong alſo to the qua- 
lifications of 2 goſpel miniiter, and are leading parts | 
in chat (criptural call which, 1 is neceſſary to the mi. 
Wo ; : nifterial 


— 
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niſterial office... The fir ſt miniſters of: lt Te- 


; tament chunoh had a very copious meaſure of god- 
4 ly zeal. There was nothing that could ſhake their 
; pious refolutions, that. could daunt their courage, 
or make them unwilling to ſpend and be ſpent for a 
Chriſt. They were: filled with that zeal for God 
nich is according to knowledge, and i in their la- 
a bours and fufferings their zeal was very conſpi- 
„ cuovs.. A ſpirit of zeal is ſtill needed; and 
. in theſe times, in which the love of many is waxed 
old, a copious meaſure of this ſpirit is very much 
l wanted. Some portion of this zeal is neceflary to 
be cherer ee e, but = pontlincly 
Leauiſite for the miniſter of the gofpel. A patriot, 
e and will riſque) nothing for his country! a miniſter 
5 of Jeſus; anfl hath no concern about his maſter's ho- 


a nour! tbeſe are ſt range contradict ions. Without 
zeal, the miniſter of the goſpel will endure no hard- 
„ 6ips, he will ſhrink back at the proſpect of danger, 
and when the ſtnalleſt temptation is thrown in his 
„ KEE will be ready to betray the cauſe of n 
into the hands of his worſt enemies. | 
bo Equally unfit for the flation and 2 of 
a goſpel miniſter is that man, who has not the:e- 
ernal welfare of immortal Touls lying very near 
4 bis heart. Where it is not the prevailing deſire of 
; as heart to be uſeful, there is little reaſon to ap- 
m brebend that his Jabours will be crowned wiih 
ne much ſucceſs... When a perſon, Ike the Levite of 
old, thruſts himfelf into the prieſt's office merely for 
5 a piece of bread, he will not Joſe his reward. Me 
ia. may receive it in an hundred fäld in this life, ant 
us in che world to come in à far greater ;proportian. 
. The! N People who! "tix under his miniſtrations are 
al 5 8 1 much 
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much to be pitied. It i is impoſſible that he gen * 


e opportunity afforded i in DOR Re fo 


that theſe Itinerants are under obligations to de- 
vote themſelves to this as their only employment. 


[ 24 ) 
ce 


ſincere in recommending a crucified Saviour as the M 
{ 


bread of life unto them, while the perpetual. cry of 
his own heart is, Who will ſhew us. any earthly he 
good.” He is an hireling, and careth not for the * 
ſheep. Miniſters are to take the charge of the 


f 
flock, not by conſtraint, but willingly; not for the N 
ſake of filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: and gle 


where ſuch. a diſpoſition is wanting, that .perſon a” 


can have no call from 280 to the empleo bf: "WM th 


goſpel miniſter. 


flated miniſtry in the word, is alſo neceſſary to the 
call of 2 goſpel miniſter, As this obſervation, and ab 
the one that follows, are of principal importance in 


this cauſe, a fuller illuſtration may be neceſſary N 
than there was occaſion for in the n, re- 


marks. - 
Great zeal has been maoifelied by ſome, i in + A; 
een of Itinerancies by perſons not in any pub. * 


lic office in the church; but, as far as I know, it by ſta 


not pled by any of the ad voc tes for this ſcheme, 


An opportunity in providence is ſpoken as 
thing that is neceſſary to all thoſe who would go and 
preach Chriſt unto. others; this, however, i 13 not men- ' 


tioned as conſtituting any part of the Itinerant's call; 22 
but only as opening a door for the exerciſe of a mi- 7 
nĩſtry already received. And accordingly, where M 1 
ſuch # door is never opened, the man, who poſſeſſes 1 


the gifts and qualifications mentioned above, is veſt- ws 


ed with equal authority to preach Chriſt unto o- 15 


| Hers, as the e 155 may: N with theſe -- 
10 * | 1 8 celſa | 
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ceſſary gifts, has an opportunity for the lated ex- 


erciſe of them. If matters are to be conſidered in 
this light, then Jeſus Chriſt has thouſands of am- 
baſſadors who never were employed to deliver 2 
fingle article of the goſpel meſſage: He has thou- 
ſands of ſhepherds, who, inſtead of feeding, were 


never permitted to go abroad and attend for a. fin. 


gle day to the ſtate of the flock : He has thouſands 


of Rewards, who, inſtead of dividing to every one 


their portion of meat in due ſeaſon, have not an op- 


portunity of being employed in this manner in a- 


ny ſeaſon. Is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that our com- 


paſſionate Redeemer, who has ſuch a tender concern 
about the intereſts of his church, would permit {9 


many thouſands of her able and faithful miniſters . 


to remain in perpetual filence? But there are none 
who will plead, that the right of preaching Chriſt 
is ſomething which is co-eval with apy man's birth. 
And if no man has this by birth- right, there-muſt 
he a concurrence of circumſtanoes/in one's. lot to e- 
ſtabliſh it. 
ly ſhut the door againſt the exeroiſe of a public mi- 
niſtry, it is a ſure evidence that that perſon never 
had any right from the en Head of Sha Mura to 
the exerciſe thereof. As 

Nor will it be a ſoſcient prof ofthis call ches 
miniſtry, that au opportunity is zow and then ;af- 
forded him. 


ſuch opportunities. Upon the ſabbath - day, they 


will occur uato multitudes; and even through the 


week, after the hours of ſtated labour ate over 


they will oecut unto. many, eſpecially in a large 
manufacturing city. If the poſſeſſion of gifts, and oo- 


TY 


There are few perſons who have not 


„ 


And where Providenee has continual- $5 


| <afional appertuvitiontor the exerciſe of theſe, were 
a a ſufficient — 


for goſpel-miniſters in our time alſo. 
directions plainly intimate, that the goſpel-miniſter 
is not to entangle himſelf with the affairs of this 


TY 
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= ſufficient warrant for an occaſional miniſtry ofthe 


word, what pity is it, that ſome gifted brother does 
not preach Chriſt and him crucified to his fellow- 


tradeſmen, before they ſeparate ! the inſtruments 


of his occupation ſhould: no ſooner be laid down, 
than, with all the publicity and authority of a mt: 
niſter of Jeſus Chriſt, he- ſhould compel: them to 
come in, that Chriſt's houſe may be filled. Or, if 
they ſeparate before he is in readineſs to addreſy 
them, why not iſſue a hand- bill, or employ a drum, 
or even the bag- pipe, to convene them together. 
Let us examine this occaſional miniſtry by the 
orzeles' of truth, and ſee if theſe oracles give any 
countenance to it. It is manifeſtly inconſiſtent with 
thoſe directions which were given by Paul: to his 


beloved Timothy; and as theſe are laid doven in the 


ſcriptures not for him only, but for all thoſe who 
were to come after him in the miniſtry of the gol. 
pel, they are to be attended to as a rule of condud 
Now: theſe 


life, that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him 
to be a ſoldier,” 2 Tim. ii. 4. Hei is to make full 
proof of his miniſtry, 2 Tim. iv. 5.; and in order 


*20 this, he is to give attendance to reading, ex hort. 


ation, to doctrine. 
that is in him, which was given with the *laying 


He is not to neglect the giſt 


oni of tlie hands of the Preſbyter y. He is to meditate 


upon tbeſe things, to give himſelf wholly to them, 


that his profiting may appear to all. He is to take 
heed to himſelf and to his doQrine, to continue in 


them; for in doing this he ſhould both ſave himſelh 


and chem chat hear him, 1 Tim. iv: 13,.—16. 
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* 
Are theſe things conſiſtent with an oc b 
miniſtry 2 Or can that perſon be ſaid to make ul 
proof of bit miunſtry, or to continue in it, to whom 
the preaching of the goſpel, and the other duties.of 
the mini ſter ial office, appear only as a job at bye- 
hours, and not his ſtated and conſtant employment? 
to Or is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that that God, who is 
if Wl the God of order in all the churches, would tole - 
rate an evil in any of theſe, which he has expreſs- 
m. 1) condemned in civil life? It 1s enjoined upon 
every man that he attend to the duties of his own - 
he lation, and do his own buſineſs, Rom. xii. 6,.—8. 
ny Theff. iv. 11. And that he abide in the ſame 
u calling wherein he is called, x Cor. vii. 20. Theſe 
his paſſages of ſcripture not only recommend diligence 
the in buſineſs, but alſo Readineſs: of application to the 
tho Wl duties of a particular calling, in oppoſition to the 
of. W roving temper of ſome men, who cannot ſettle long 


d at any one thing, but are continually ſhifcing abour 
eſe from one ſecular. calling to another. If it is unbe- 
er coming in a profeſſer of religion to change his ſe- 


this Wcolar calling every ſeaſon, how can it. be conſiſtent 
Him wich the adorniag of his profeſſion to be in the fall 
full Nexercife of the miniſterial office to-day, and a mer- 


nder chant, or a mechanic, to-morrow? If ſteadineſs of 
'ort-eoplication to the duties of a particular calling is 
gil binding upon all thoſe. who: have a ſecular calling 
vine attend to, it is impoſſible that they can be at lis 
itate Iberty, even for a ſhort time, to engage in the work. 
Ni ok a goſpel miniſter, which is an enterpriſe of a ve- 


take different nature. Miniſters of the goſpel are not 
ein liberty to throw down. their office when they 


afell, pleaſe : And where any of them. enter into the ſpi- 


it of their office, they will not hag idea for 
1 8 3 
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any worldly conſideration whatever. And tome it c 
is inconceivable how other men ſhould have a tole- W © 
ration to take it up and lay it down whenever they re 
think proper. - 11-754 £11272 i 1: 
But, admitting that an . miniſtry was in Wl Gi 
;tſelf lawful, there is little reafon to apprehend that Pe 
much good will flow from it. The duties of the M in 
miniſterial offtce are ſo numerous and important, MW cl 
that they require the whole time, and talents, and v. 
attention of the miniſter of the goſpel, and alſo the MW in 
greateſt ſecluſion from: the buſtle of worldly oeeu- Ml ri 
Þattons, leſt any of them ſhould be negleaed=- 
There is much required of him in point. of prepa. 
ration for the pulpit.” Since the days of the apo- 
ſtles, I know of no claſs of men who, in ordinary 
caſes; have any enconragement to expect thei aid of 
the Holy Spirit, where preparation has been ne. 
glected. The talents of ſome men are fo veryire- 
markable, that they can make a tolerable appeat- 
ance in public with far leſs preparation than othen in 
But I know of no caſe where this is to be over ho 
looked altogether. And if any perſon, truſting u wi 
he excellency of his gifts, will venture te addteßſ pe: 
-2 popular aſſembly without pre- meditation, whert th: 
this might have been attended to, I know of no la by 
which compels that aſſembly to fit and bea mi 
him. Without ſtudy and application, his diſconriant By 
will ſoon prove difguſting to the intelligent part i the 
is audience; his profiting will appear to none, nei ſou 
ther will he be able to bring out of the Mey had 
Lore things new as well as old. me 
But we by no means form a quit inn wha fd 
a minilter of the goſpel is bound to perform, if "Ill apf 
attend only to that fervice which he is called to di thi 
= | | char 


* 
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it charge in public. This is the leaſt laborious, part 
„of his employment, and appears to be a kind of 
y recreation, in compariſon: with the numerous and 

7 laborious ſervices to which his attention muſt be 
in directed in private. Not to mention a very im- 
at W portant, and peculiarly difficult part of his work, 
he in which he is to appear in the character of an ec- 
nt, cleſiaſtical ruler, has he not much employment in 
nd Wl viſiting from houſe to houſe, animating and excit- 
the W ing the ſeveral families under his charge to the va- 
eu · MW rious duties of perſonal, ſocial, and public religion? 
Are there none under his miniſtry who are in a 
pa. ſtate of bodily affliction, and who, upon making 
po: their caſe Known to him, have encouragement to 
arr WH expect that he will teſtify his ſympathy by viſiting 
dei and praying over them? Are there not others who 
ne. are in the greateſt deeps of ſpiritual diſtreſs, and 
te who have even a better claim to his ſympathy than 
ent the former? Has he not much to do for his people 
in the way of praying for them, catechifing, ex- 
horting, and the like? When the duties connected 
with the miniſterial office are examined, they ap- 
pear to be ſo numerous, and of ſuch importance, 
that there cannot be a regular execution of them 
by any perſon who does not make the work of a 
miniſter his principal, nay, his only employment. 
By an occaſional miniſtry, the largeſt proportion of 
the duties of his office are neglected, and if the 
ſouls of men' ſhall periſh through this neglect, it 
had been better for that man never to have inter- 
meddled with fuch work as this. From theſe edn- 
liderations it is manifeſt, that thoſe who have no 
apparent probability of being diſengaged from the 
wy of the: world, fo as to attend to all he du- 
. ties 


* 


- 


1 ties of the miniſterial office, and continue im it, 
can hay no ſcriptural call to the office of a golpes 


* 


5s 6; 3 "at perſons i in — Ukewile be. 
longs to this call. It is an old maxim, that it 
belongs to order to ordain.” And if thoſe who are 
inſtalled into the oſſice of a gofpel-mimiſter do not 
take cognizance of thoſe who are to come after 
them, order mult ceaſe in the church. It was en 
joined; upon. the firſt miniſters, that that miniſtry 
which they had received they ſhould. commit unte 
faithſul men, who might be able to teach others al 
fo. And, leſt they ſhould miſtake in a matter of fo 
great importance to the church, they were to lay 
hands ſuddenly on no man, but to proceed with the 
greateſt caution and delibe ration. Theſe directions Wl r: 
plainly recogniſe the powers of ecclefiaſtical office: W ot 
bearers to ſend forth, in an authoritative manner, p! 
other labourers into the ſpiritual vineyard; and, at le 
the ſame time, do itatly condemn the practice of all W u 
thoſe, who take up any oſſice in the church at their MW tt 
own. hand. There are few offices in civil life o b. 
which a perſon can be admitted without a previous Wl tt 
trial; and this cannot certainly be leſs requiſite for WM 
thoſe who are to be employed about the eternal in- p: 
tereſts of men, than for ſuch as are to be entruſted MW a: 
with ſome management: which bear a relation on MW © 
to this life. There is ho man wha i is a competent WW p 
judge i in his own cauſe ; and there B no cauſe in v 
which a mag is leſs capable of judging with impar: n 
tiality, than that which relates to his perſonal I u 
gifts a and endowments We are naturally blind toe n 
our own defects, but diſpoſed to magnify every lit- t! 
tle endowment, which we has Nor' * 2 b 
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claſs of men be ſuppoſed better — to fit 2 72 55 
judges in a cafe of this nature, than thoſe He Have 
filled the ſame office themſelves, and who'know; 
from experience, what talents ate peculiarly requi- 
ſite for a miniſter af the goſpel. Upon the head of 
mere expediency, the plan of Preſbyterians is great- 
}y preferable: to that of Independents, where the 
body of the faithful claim it as their right to fitrag 
judges upon the qualifications of the candidate for 
office; and eſpecially to the modern ſcheme of 
Independency,' where every man is admitted to be 
ſole judge of his own abilities, and may appear iu 
z public ſtation in the church or not, as his own 
vanity, ambition, or falſe zeal may inſpire him. 
Where the directions of the word are of 4 gene- 
ral nature, what is moſt expedient for the edi 
of the body onght to be attended to, as the rule of 
procedure. But in the caſe before us, we are not 
left to mere conjecture, in a matter of ſuch moment 
unto the church, viz. Whether perſons may take 
this office upon themſelves? Or whether they ſhall 
be tried and appointed by a ſociety for propagating 
the goſpel at home or abroad, who' have uniformly 
diſclaimed the idea of arrogating to themſelves the 
powers of a chureh court, but have as uniformly 
ated as though they poſſeſſed all thoſe powers? 
Or whether they ſhalt be appointed by perſons in 
public office in the church? The direction of the 
word is moſt particular and pointed here. The 
miniſtry they have received they ares to commit 
unto others; and this direction is illuſtrated by ma- 
ny examples in the New Teftatnent ſcriptures. But | 

the trial of gifts is not the only thing in which office. 
bearers : are to he employed, in the examination of 
| the 


632 5 
the qualifications of candidates for office, The 
ſtricteſt inveſtigation is to be made with reſpect to 


the religious and moral character, and alſo the or. 


thodoxy in the faith, of candidates. Where no in- 
veſtigation of theſe obtains, the church has no ſe. 
curity againſt men of looſe principles and immoral 
lives coming into public office. And where ſo 
many falſe prophets are gone abroad into the 


world, there is the greateſt need why ſatisfying 


evidence in theſe things ſhould be required and ob- 


tained. Satan has often transformed himſelf into 


an angel of light, that he might the more readily 
deceive; and it is not the firſt time that the emiſla. 


tries of this ſubtle enemy have gone forth, pretend. 


ing-the greateſt love and compaſſion to the ſouls of 
men, while the principles which they propagated 


f had the moſt direct tendency to deſtroy both the 


temporal and eternal intereſts of men. Every per- 
ſon who goes forth pretending to preach Chriſt, 
without having previouſly ſubmitted his principles 
and character to the inveſtigation of the office- bear- 
ers in the church, certainly lays himſelf pen! to e- 
very ſuſpicion of this nature. | 


- Beſides; this inveſtigation of the OILS ths. 


racter, and other qualifications/ of the candidate, 


there ought to be a ſolemn deſignation of him to his 


work, by faſting, prayer, and the impoſition of 
bande”. In this manner Paul and Barnabas were ſe- 
ID k e 8 8 1 parated 
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* ee have Speed that the friends of cat 
are not Proceeding i in ſuch an irregular manner as at the beginning 
of this buſineſs, fince thoſe miniſters, who have been admitted to 
the paſtoral charge of particular congregations, have all of them 
deen crdained. But 6 peruſes the account 0: thee vrdina- | 
23+ 1 tions, 
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parated to their work among the Gentiles, Acts 
xiii. 2, 3. The hands of the Preſbytery were laid 


upon Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 24. and he is directed 


to proceed i in the fame manner with others, 1 In. 
v. 22. 7 1 


tions, he is PEER bed to e that they are not regard. 
ed as ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt ; but rather as a ſort of deception 
to Scotſmen, who have been ſo long accuftomed to Preſbyterian 
forms, that they will pot readily ſubmit to the miniſtrations of 
men upon whom the hands of the Preſbyterg were never laid. 
They do not admit that any office-power 19 conferred by ordina- | 
tion. On the contrary, it is a received principle with them, that 


the right to preach the goſpel is as good before as after jt. When 


Meſſrs Ballantyne and Cleghorn were ordained, the gentleman 


who preached the ordination-ſermon avowed this principle in the - 


face of the aſſembly, declaring, That * the right of our”Seotch 
brethren to preach the goſpel the day before their ordination, 
was as unqueſtionable as it is to-day.” And that “ the ſuitable- 
neſs of the thing alone beſpoke its utility.” When the church at 
Thurſo was formed, and Mr Ballantyne admitted to the paſtoral 
inſpection of it, there was as great deference paid to- the mini- 
ſtrations of Lay- preachers as to thoſe of ordained men. Three 
different miniſters were employed upon that occaſion; but it was 
thought proper that a Lay- brother ſhould alſo take a ſhare in the 
public work, and reprove, rebuke, exhort, with the ſame autho- 
rity that the reſt did. And, that the cauſe of Lay preaching 
might be ſet as high as poſſible, their brother behoved to begin 
and conclude the ſolemn ſervices of the day: See Mifl, r 
Vol. III. Page ˖59.— Vol. IV. page 523, 54% | 


"EP 
bs ER * = 


Cn yd. 


Py 


I. e PrINcIPLES an TzxDexcr / the cha e 
of Lar- PREACHING Eeonfidered, . | 


As the great bulk of mankind a are 1 8 
tomed to the exerciſe of cloſe reflection, the plaufi- 
bility of any ſcheme is apt to ſtrike their attention, 
and make a far deeper impreſſion upon their minds 
than the moſt ſolid arguments will do. When po- 
pular arguments are a-wanting, others will have 
little weight. The ſcheme of Lay: preaching has 
ſomething in its appearance which is exceedingly 
plautible. It is propoſed by it to coavey the 
knowledge of the goſpel to thoſe who are in a great 


meaſure deſtitute of it, eſpecially to ſuch as are. 


_ conſidered in the character of beathens at home, 
This is ſufficient to form a party in the breaſt of a 
genuine believer, and, provided this object can be 


attained, he is in danger of overlooking any irre 


gularities which may occur in the purſuant, What 
is of more value than a ſoul * 1 and what 18 a man 
profited though he ſhould gain the whole world and 


loſe his own foul? Or who can dare to forbid thoſe. 


who have taſted that the Lord is gracious from go: 
ing forth, and i in the moſt public mauner poſſible, 
proclaiming the riches of divine grace, that others 
may be ſaved? While the object of Lay-preach- 
ing is the very ſame with that of an inſlituted mi- 


niſtry, many plauſible things may be faid i in its de- 


fence. The friends of the ſcheme have availed 


themſelves of this, and, by their good words and 
fair ſpeeches, have deceived the hearts, and ſhaken. 
from their ſeadfaſtneſs, many of the ſimple and 
unwary. It becomes therefore neceſſary to attend 

ae et: a little | 
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z little more particularly to the principles and, ten- 
dency of the ſcheme than has been done in the pre- 
ceding ſections. The following things are none 
of the leaſt plauſible, and merit 4 e conſi. 
deration here. 5 0 
1. The ſucceſs with n the {here has been 
denden is frequently urged in its defence. 
If the ſucceſs of any undertaking were a ſuffi- 
cient proof of the lawfulneſs or propriety thereof, 
then, upon this principle, the moſt iniquitous mea- 
ſures might be vindicated; and the blackeſt deeds 
) Wl which ever were performed could have no evil in 
e Wl them. It is not always the beſt cauſe which has 
the greateſt number of friends upon its fide. | Nor 


e is every mean which is employed in the defence, e- 
„Len of a good cauſe, ſuch as the law of God re- 
2 Wl quires. It is not denied, that Lay-preachers max 
de have been inſtrumental in rouſing ſome careleſs ſiu- 
ners, and of converting others to the faith of the 
at goſpel; but it will not from theuce follow that ſueh 
i a miniſtry is warrantable, any more than it can be 


inferred that violent ſettlements in vacant congre- 
rations are perfectly conſiſtent with the ſeripture- 
rule, becauſe the miniſtry of ſome intruders has 
been crowned with very eminent ſucceſs. Our bre 
thren would reckon it uncharitable, if ſo much as. 
a ſuſpicion ere entertained, that their labours were 
in no caſe crowned with ſucceſs: equally vacharit> 


intruders were in vain. But upon the ſame-prin» 
ciple that the former maintain their right ta preach, 
the latter may defend the propriety of thoſe: mes 
ſures which were employed in eſtabliſhing; their te- 
lation to a — mages) of the Thr io Phe 4 

Lord 


able would it be to ſuppoſe that the labours of all. 4 
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Lord can make the wrath of man to praiſe üg 


he has frequently taken occaſion, through the bling 
_ zeal and folly of men, to manifeſt his glory in doing 


good to ſouls; but we cannot from thence infer, that 


what they did was ſuch as he approved, or forthe 
imitation of others, unleſs we. were at the ſame 
time to admit, that folly and blind zeal were 
not only harmleſs, but greatly to be commended. 


The little ſucceſs with which the miniſtrations of 


Iſaiah, and ſome other prophets of the Lord were 
attended, did not invalidate their miſſion; neither 
will the great ſucceſs of an ultroneous. preacher e- 
ſtabliſn his. The goodneſs of the intention will 
not juſtify a bad ad ion; neither will the ſucceſs of 


any ſcheme prove, that the meaſures purſued wete 


fuch as ſhould be juſtified. There are many who 
have acquired the filver and gold of this world in 
great abundance; but, if they looked. back upon the 
means which were employed: in the acquiſition of 
this wealth, they would have great cauſe of ſhame, 
The thief and the robber may have all that ſauceeſs 


which their hearts can defire; yet no man will cer. 


tainly aver, that becauſe they have been ſucceſsful 
in their depredations, they are therefore free of 


1 blame, and that ny * 'theft hve" „ 


wich the law of God. e E 13 
21226 The eximinal negligence of . 


periſh, while it is in our power to afford them the 


means of relief, is likewiſe adduced ON 
Cauſe of Lay-preaching! gn bu n 
If this negligence ſprings from inattettion to the 
duties of that ſtation in Which a perſon is placed, 
he is certainly chargeable with much blame; and 


Wikenever 3 inquiſition is made for blood, the doom 
910. | 5 of 


_ 
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„ot this wicked and ſlothful ſervant will be Fwd 
+ Wl zvful. But Ido not recollect a ſingle text of ſerip- 
F ture. where it is ſo much as hinted, that the blood 
„o any audience, or of any individual, will ever be | 
bs required at the hand of another, for not having given 
ne warning by a public miniſtry in the word, except 
te in the cafe of thoſe: bo fill a Public Ration in the 
d. church, but negle&t the duties of it. Of faithleſs 
of watchmen, the blood of the citizens will be requir- 
rs ed; but, that private citizens ſhould! be puniſhed 
ier MW for not having diſcharged the duties of watchmen, 
while they were never called to the office, is con- 
n trary both to ſcripture and reaſon. By the law of 
of Cod we are commande to love; one another, and 
ere to expreſs that ſincere affection we M dae others 
tho Wl by emplaying every mean, which is competent for 
io us, to promote bothitbein temporal and eternal.in- 
* tereſts; but that law never requires. us to Rep. be- 45 
yond dur oven ſphere to do good unto any man; on 
the contrary, it expreſsly gondemns ſuch a prac- 
tice: and thoſe who, urg guilty, of It; are generally 
looked; upon with an exil eye, as heing officigns per- 
ſons, buſy obadies, adinierrogdtlrs 39 Wbet. arp 
not belong 40 them. Ae NN 8 

Private Chriſtiang haue DANS WAYS in which 
they: may che uſeful done angther, without inter- 
tering im the: ſmalleſt, degree much, any part pf, that 
ſervice which 38 peculiar to,a;goſpel-miniſters and, 
wereh hey wore Attentiye. to the dutie of.their ſig 
tion, : the: dhureh would not- have the one-balf of - 
the. mojeliazion ſheds now Westing x ich from of 
W Pd, in ie fevers or 
n Es Nee, . 


| think that a ſecular'cs 
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| heads. of families are inattentive to the a 
their families, they have much to accounts, for; 
They may likewiſe be very uſeful to one another 
by ſtated meetings for religious converſation and | 
prayer, and alſo by their occafional interviews. 
But what is all this to the heathen at home? 


Though in our neighbourhood; they are not ſuppoſ. 


| ed to belong to theſe families, nor admitted to 3 


ſeat in any praying ſociety. But, brethreg, if there 


is no probability that a godly example will haxe 
any influence, where have you encouragement to 


expect that your efforts will be more ſucceſsful? | 


The apoſtle ſuppoſes that ſome unbelieving huſ⸗. 
bands might be won, without the word, by the 
godly converſation of their wives. Example 
has generally a wore powerful influence than 
precept, and could I perceive that family du- 


ties were more attended to by profeſſors than for- 


merly, I would conſider this as a more hopeful fign 


that reformation would foon become general, than 


to be told that Itinerants were ſwarming}. like lo- 
cults 3 in every art of the edumtyi--Diligeneg d 
th awful in which. they are engaged 
is hen way in which they may be uſeful -to 
others. The apoſtle exhotts; that they: ſhould le 
bour, working wich their handb the thing which is 


good; that they may have to give to hich that need · 
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beyond what is neceſſary to the expenditure of his 
own family, to throw for his relielf.— To enumerate 
all thoſe ways in which private Chriſtians may be 
uſeful to one another is not intended here, neither 
would it be practicable. Theſe are ſo various, that 
they are more than ſufficient to engroſs the time 
and talents of each, without leaving y room FOE: | 
Lay-preaching itinerancies. 1 

3. The obligations under which. perſons lie to 
make the beſt uſe that they can of the talents they 
have received, have nee been- 11 in to wy - 
port this cauſe. 1.4 

The anſwer which i is etre in "thi oi 
paragraph will ſerve, in part, as an anſwer to what 
is now ſtated reſpecting gifts, It will readily be 
admittetl that every man is bound to make the beſt. 
poſſible improvement of whatever talents he has 
received. Phe flothful ſervant, who wrapped up 
his lord's talent in a napkin, is characteriſed as a 
wicked-fervant,-and met with that puniſhment to. 
which his flothful diſpoſition expoſed him. But 
the Judge of all the earth does right. He does not 
reap where he did not ſow, neither does he inquire a- 
bout the ĩmprovementof talents which he never gave. 
The gift of office which Timothy received by the 
lying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, is not the 
eommon Privilege of all them that believe. How: 
abſurd than to ſay, that perſons are under obliga- 
tions to go and preach, while the gift of office is not 
received by them! Timothy was warned, not to- 
orget the gift that was in him, and all other per- 
ons are warned not to forget theirs; but the di- 
rection muſt be received in a ſuitableneſs to the par- 
Vahr caſe of each individual. Is any man called 
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to the office of a goſpel-miniſter? let bim usb. 
get the ſtation he occupies: let him be inſtant in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon: let him reprove, rebuke, 


exhort, with all long-ſuffering and doctrine. Has | 


another no ſcriptural call to- this office? let him at. 
tend to the duties of the ſtation in which a wiſe 


Providence has fixed him. And while he has no 


call to move in a public ſphere, he can be under no 
obligations to employ any of his talents in this 


manner. When perſons ſtep beyond their own. | 


ſphere, this never fails to be an abuſe, inſtead of 
a proper Ire of the mene W eh n re- 
eie, 8 

4. The liberty which has "OM ereteiled Fe 15 
men, in writing and publiſhing books for the inſtruc. 
tion of others, has been frequently adduce63 in de · 
fence of the cauſe of Lay-preaching. 

Writing and preaching ought. never onde to be 
raced together. The firſt of theſe is merely i 
human invention, while the laſt is an ordinanc of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And they who would place the-ont 
upon an equality with the other, or, from the unt- 
verſal right of writing, would infer the uni verſa 
right of preaching, ſeem yet to be unacquainted 
with what is properly intended by © preaching. 
There are many who conſider the preaching of the 
goſpel as carrying nothing more in it; than a bare 
promulgation of goſpel- truth. And, provided the 
truth can be publiſhed, to them it is a matter 
of very little conſequence whether it be by writing 
or preaching, or whether it be by the tongue f 
man or the ſound of a trumpet. Influenced by this 
| miſtaken. opinion, there are many who remain at 


* TR * Sabbath, * that they c 
receln 
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receive as' much inſtruction by the peruſal of print- 


ed ſermons, as they can expect to receive from a 


pulpit-diſcourſe. Were preaching nothing more, 
than a declaration of the truth to the underſtanding 
of the hẽarer, theſe perſons. would certainly be in 
the right; and were Lay-preaching nothing more 
than a ſimple declaration of the truth, I confeſs 1 
would find no fault with it. On the oontrary, if 
this is all that is intended by -e vg; 
Chriſtian is a maa of this character. 

In preaching Chriſt, there is no doubt a 4 
ration of truth tothe underſtanding, but there is 
alſo a particular and pointed addreſs to the con- 
ſcience of the hearer: and both theſe are to be done 
with that miniſterial authority, wherewith the Head 
of the.church has inveſted. thoſe who are called and 
ſent by. him. In ſubordination to the divine glory, 
the great object of. goſpel-preaching 1 is the renova- 
tion of the hearts of men. The ſtoring the mind 
with the knowledge of the great doctrines and du— 
ties of Chriſtianity, is only an inferior conſidera- 
tion. And, that ſinnens may be won to Chriſt, mi- 


niſters are to. intreat, beſeech, and rebuke, with all” 


authority. They are to compel ſinners to come in, 
that the houſe of Chriſt may be filled. Miniſters, 
in virtue of thoſe office- powers with which they 
are inveſted, have a claim to be heard. They 
ſpeak in the name of the great God: by his autho- 
rity they warn and intreat; as ambaſſadors for Je- 
ſus Chriſt, they beſeech finners to be reconeiled unto 


God. But though a perſon ſhould write many vo- 
lumes, I know of no claim he has upon the public 
to read them. And though a Lay. preacher ſhould: 
ee a popular aſſembly as an ambaſſador of Je- 
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ſus Chriſt 1 know of no powers with which hs is 


inveſted to act in this manner, and he can have 
no claim upon any perſon to receive him as fuch. 


1 Having expoſed the fallacy of tlie principle, con- 


tained in ſome of the moſt plauſible arguments 
which have been brought forward in defence of 


| Lay-preaching, before concluding this ſeQion; it 
will be neceſſary to advert a little to the tendency 


of this ſcheme. — When perſons have it in view to 
engage in any great enterpriſe, which has at leaſt 


the appearance of novelty, if they act wiſely they 
will conſider deliberately what is likely to be the 


conſequences of it. And if there is every ground 


to fear that it will be productive of more harm 


than good, no man of prudence would wiſh to em. 


bark with them. The object of Lay-preaching is 
good. No idea can be more noble than that of ga. 
thering ſinners to Chriſt, by catrying the goſpel of 


falvation to them. Bur if "the method employed 
for this great deſign is contrary to the infallible 


rule of the word of God, ttis ſcheme of 'c F 
ance can be nothing but a Renan invention; aud 


chere is every reaſon to fear that the e fouls 


will ſerve his own purpoſes by it. F a xr AGO 
1, In a particular manner this chem f is caley- 


lated to introduce the wildeſt confl/fon into "the 


church. It throws down the whole fence of diſcip- 


line and good order, and aboliſhes at once all di- 


ſtinctions between public and private characters i 
the houſe of God. Where every man's will 15 his 
own. law, and where no man 78 obliged to ſubmit 
che ttial of his gifts unte others, but may exereiſt 


mem in che publie mitiſtry of the word, er fiot, 


iis own inclination "Rue him, „it is madifeft thit 
4] 1 ny confuſion 
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is confuſion muſt follow.” | Were private ſubjefts | 
E Wl to take the reins of government into their own 
hands, we could look for nothing but diforder in 
id I the fiate; and, when private Chriſtians arrogate to 
ts I themſelves thoſe office-powers which belong to the 
of Wl miniſters of the church, we can expect nothing bet- 
it ter there. A ſpirit of anarchy is a neceſſary con- 
ey ſequence of the ſcheme. And the effects of it ate 
to too viſible in many parts of the country already. 
aft Where the ſeeds of the pernicious doctrine of Lay- 
preaching have taken” root, a plentiful crop of the 
wild gourds of confuſion have ſprung up'in-many - 
congregations which were peaceable, and eminent 
alſo for religion before. In many others, the at- 
tention of the members has been diverted from 
matters *of the greateſt importance, to queſtions 
which engender ſtrife, rather than godly edify- 
ing: ſuch contendings ſeem to threaten the utter 
extermination of vital religion from among them. 
Much has been faid with reſpect to the ſucceſs of 
our Itinerants in the north of Scotland. Unleſs it 
be that they have gained a conſiderable number of 
profelytes to their ſcheme, and have kindled a 
flame wrong” the real friends of evangelical doc- 
trine, which is raging with the greateſt violence + 
there, I know of little thing elſe they can boaſt of. 
| 2dly, The ſcheme of Lay-preaching is calculated to 
bring the office of a goſpel miniſtry into contempt, 
and ae to fruſtrate the great deſign of that of- 
fice. Thete is nothing which ean have a more im- 
mediate tendency: to fruſtrate the deſign of any of-. 
fice, than to fill it with per ſons who ate totally un- 
fit for it. When every babbler is permitted to en. 
ter a pulpit, the office of a goſpel-miniſter will 


no 
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no longer be accounted ſacred, nor will the goſpel. 
meſſage meet with a cordial reception. The tate of, 
religion in England, during the uſurpation of Oli. 
ver Cromwell, affords a moùrnful proof of this. We 
have been frequently told, that Lay- preaching is 
no new thing in England. Every perſon who is 
acquainted with the hiſtory of that period muſt 


know this: and muſt likewiſe know, that the moſt; 


- diſmal conſequences flowed from it. The ava-. 
rice and immorality of the clergy of the church of 


Rome never brought the office of a goſpel-miniſter in- 


to greater contempt, than the Engliſh Lay-preachers. 
did, in the time of the Uſurper: Nor did the cauſe. 
of vital and. experimental religion, receive a deeper 
wound, in any period of Engliſh hiſtory, than it did. 
then. To this. day it is never yet healed. of that 


wound; for every thing which has the appearance 


of ſeriouſneſs is ſtill. branded by the name of En- 
thuf.aſm.. And what reaſon have we to expect 
that the ſcheme of Lay-preaching will have a more 
favourable iſſue among us ? In the States of North 
America, the rage for Lay-preaching,. as far as I 
know, has never been ſo great. as in England, 
Something like the form of trial and ordination has 
generally been obſerved. But in many caſes it is 
nothing more than a mere form. The rapid man- 
ner in which candidates for office are hurried 
through their academical ſtudies, has long and Juſt⸗ 


ly been complained. of by the moſt. learned, evan- 


; gelical, and pious clergy there. It is not uncom- 
mon, in many parts of that extenſive country, to 

find perſons belonging to the Preſbyterian, ch 

_ "ordained to the charge of large congregations, who 
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has been, that there are few parts of the world, in 
which any thing like a taſte for evangelical doc- 


trine is to Le found, where a goſpel- miniſter is leſs 


reſpected than in America. And ſuch are the pre- 


ceiving a miniſter from Scotland, they will wait 
for years upon him, rather than invite any of their 


on to break the bread of life among them. But 
this evil muſt operate with far greater force among 


us, if Itinerantsiſtart up, like gourds, in a night. 
Unleſs theſe gourds wither alſo in a night, the con- 
ſequences, as td the office and ſucceſs of a goſpel 
miniſter, are likely to be very mournful. 
zaly, This ſeheme is peouliarly calculated for the 


diſſemination of the moſt pernicious errors and de. 
juſions among men. Men of falſe principles have 
always manifeſted a peculiar keenneſs to make pro- 


ſelytes; and as corrupt reaſon is much more ready 
to embrace error than truth, they have been too 


bers remain any confiderable time pure. This in- 
dividual and the other begin to drink of the polluted 
ſtreams of corrupt doctrine; and if any of theſe hap< 


One fatal conſequence' of this method of procedure 1 


judices of many religious congregations there a- 
gainſt their oun olergy, that} when a vacancy takes 1 
dlace in them, if they have any proſpect of re- 


ſucceſsful. There is no ſociety where all the mem- 


pen to ſuſtain a public character in the chureb, un- 


leſs they are ſpeedily reclaimed or eut off, the poi. 
ſon of their doctrine will be widely diffuſed. The 
ſcheme of Lay-preaching furniſhes no antidote a- 
gainſt this evil. On the contrary, it opens a wide 


door to it. For, if the office-bearers in the church 


have no right to judge reſpecting the gifts and Or- 


Foe: 4n thee: faith of thoſe-who- are to commence 


Itinerants, 


— 


= 5 in deſtroying the fouls. of men. 


Itinerants, they have ef as little right — 


any Lay- brother to an account, though he were e. 
ver ſo heretical and immoral. 


portuuity in providence. to exerciſe them, the he- 


retic has as good a right to preach his goſpel, as 


the moſt orthodox believer has to preach; his. If 
it ſhould be anſwered, that no! man can have any 
right to preach error; this will readily be admits 
ted, but what man is there who believes himſelf to 
be an heretic? Though the human mind may em- 


- brace the moſt demnable deluſions, it can receive 
none of them under the idea of their being ſuch. 


It receives them under the notion of truths, and as 
ſoon as it begins to view them in any other light, it 
will reject them. The heretic therefore muſt be 
perſuaded of his awnorthodoxy; and, of conſequence; 


maſt look upon thoſe who differ in opinion from 


him, as perſons to whom the odious term, of here- 
tic ought to be applied. And if this man happens 


to be tinctured with principles in favour of Lays 


preaching, and has drunk in any thing of the ſpi- 
rit of that ſcheme, he muſt certainly conclude that 


he has a far better right to preach his orthodox 


faith, than any heretical Calviniſt can have to preach 
his. I know of nothing which ſcattered the ſeeds 
of Arminianiſm, and other corrupt doQrines, more 


widely. and more ſpeedily in England than this 
ſcheme: and as long as ſimilar cauſes. produce ſimi- 
lar effects, there is reaſon to fear that if it is pro- 


ſecuted in Scotland, it will have the fame fines 


i 7 Yor 
Evils of a. very flagrant. kind aaa: in many 
Preſbyteri an 


If the right to 
preach flows from the poſſeſſion of gifts; and an op- 


PPS Gin another, goſpel is 
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preached by many of the miniſters in ſome of theſes 


not ſpring from the conſtitution of a Preſbyterian 


gainſt them: and where this remedy i is not applied, 
it is becauſe corruption is ſo general, that thoſe who. 
are lamenting the evil can make no ſucceſsfal oppo- 
5 ſition to it. In the caſe of the church of Scotland, 


. 


t- this is manifeſt. What are all the efforts of the or- 5 
to thodox party, in the General Aſſembly of that church, | 
n- 


for conſtitutional rights, and the vigorous exerciſe 


ve Nof diſcipline, but beating the air? The other party 
h. are now become the moſt numerous. To hear of 
any public teacher being expelled from her com- 


it munion, becauſe he was either an Arminian or a 
be Socinian, would be far more unexpected, than to 


ce, bear that a man of this deſcription was retained 


m MW vithin her pale. But whatever may be the caſe in 
re- Ia church as eſtabliſhed by the law of the land, 
where the office-bearers of a church are acting a- 


than the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. But theſe evils do. 


church. True Preſbytery carries in it a remedy a= 


V- greeably to the conſtitution of the kingdom of 5 
pi- chriſt, they have ſufficient means to guard againſt * 
dat any of their members preaching error. How dif. 
ox ferent is the caſe of the churches of the Seceſſion, | 
ich and that of the church of Scotland. It i is now more 

eds that half a century fince. the Seceſſion church aroſe; 
ore and to this day the fame doctrine of a free falya- 

his tion is mee in r pylpir belonging to 2 


och they belonged; and, were eicher reclaimed, 
ny or thrown ayt. of their.communion... \ 10 this man- 


i * they nee thy as conſtituriqn of a 1] 
- Ws a : 


ers venture to ate. any heretical decks? Fo | 
ace dan they were, takeg, notice pf, by the courts. to 'F 
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reſbs yterian church i is one of the beſt Vureirese 
gainſt error. How different is the ſcheme of Tay. 
preaching? There i is nothing in it to reclaim an of: 
fender. It has as litele to put the people upon their 
guard againſt the pernicious doctrine of a falſe 
teacher. It opens the wideſt door for every heretic 


5 4 3% 


to enter in, and to PR his dctufions R. oi 
01 cp pong FO OY. ii 
At, The ſcheme of l 4p-dredithing baiepewi ric 2 
tendency to foſter the pride, ambition, and vain- W » 
glory of the carnal mind. When a man takes it iu. v 
to his head, that he has talents ſufficient to àddre v 
a popular aſſembly upon the things of God, aud WW p 
at the ſame time filled with the love of fame; it IM a: 
that perſon i is moving in one of the humbleſtſpheres Ml be 
of life, it is eaſy to ſee how the corruptions of his Ml cc 
heart would operate. There are few men who de th 
not poſſeſs as much vanity as to imagine'that I in 
they can ſpeak well. Be ſwift to hear, flow to Ml th 
ſpeak,” is a very irkſome precept unto many. And i co 
where a boundlefs toleration ĩs granted, unto'all*who MW in 
| imagine themſelves gifted, to preach unto others, 2 i i; 
door is thrown wide open unto multitudes to com- ſec 
mence Itinerauts, who have got nothing elſe than I rig 
ambirzon and a love of fame to- zurge them one! 
Bt52/,1 havealways been accuſtomed to entertain? 
: ab better opinion of thoſe who have taken an ac- 
- th ve part in the Lay-preachibg/ſcheme, than celine. 
; : gine that they intend any thing hoſtile to the 8 
No evidence has ever been brought forward; eiter 
Agalfüſt them br their adhierbnts, that they have 4 

| 2 th view. At the ſame" tine „U Ah pet 
-  ſ6&ded; that the Ar towys of particular prineiples wil 
7 bometliines e fa ker than thoſe ane; Bas 
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who drew the bow. If the diſtinction betwixt public Z 
and private characters were aboliſhed in the church, 

it would go more than half-way to deſtroy that re- 
verence which is due to the office bearers in the 
State. When independency was the favourite ſy- 
ſtem of the one,, we know what ſort of goverg- 
ment prevailed in the other. The conmexion and 

influence of men's political and religious principles 
are far greater than many of them ſeem to be a- 
ware of. I eould not fail to remark this at the time 
when the ſpirit of political parties was running ſo 
very high in this country. When the meaſures - 
purſued by many for State-reformation appeared, 
as if nothing ſhort of a complete revolution had 


been intended; and when all titles of diſtinction were 


comprehended under the favourite name of Citizen, 
the minds of multitudes began to veer towards 
independency in the church. And no ſooner were 
their noĩſy declamitions ſilenced in their cabals and 
conventions, than they began to raiſe their voice 
in the church. Before the great queſtion, of the 
right of univerſal fuffragevin the State was diſcuſ- 
ſed, they proceeded to recommend the univerſal 
right of all n brethren to . in the nears: 
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euch endeavoured: to. ſupport the peculiar tenetz of 


Ssviptures. Where theſe ane tecni ved as the only cnie 
1 of faith and manners, every man will endemveut to 
de, chat the religious principles eſpouſed by him 


e founded upon, and agreeable: to che word of 
4 God. It is impoſſible, - however, that that boek, 


3 which is given by : inſpiration; of God, cab en- 
* - tain any jarring: or inconſiſtent opinions. There 
. muſt be the greateſt harmony among its ſeveral 
: Parts: Contradictions never can obtain, where the 
3 whole: has been committed to writing under the im. 
mediate guidance of that Spitit, who never cauſeth 
7 to err. But while prejudice and a. party-Cſpicitf a: 
. are fo predominant, there will be the greateſt di- v 
5% verſity of feritiment with, reſps& to the preciſe i ſe 
1 meaning which the Holy Ghoſt intended to con- 
* vey by the words which he has uttered. In the 
=  - controverſy before us, appeals have been frequent 
ly made unto the Scriptures, and many, paſlages 
= Have been adduced and commented upon, as favout- 
11 ing the ſcheme of Lay-preaching. It is neceſſatr j ti. 
L that we attend to theſe paſſages, and examine be 
jt 7 ther they will bear the eee which haßt bl 
| deen put upon them, or not. H 
Here the limits of our enquiry are confideradl W 
| 7 abridged, in compariſon with. hots would have bel. w 


we | 


— 


ware more ſimple, and reſer ve the co 


8 $4, $4 
neceſſary, when this comroverſy was firlt ase 5 


in Scotland. | The: friends of the ſcheme, with a. 
degree of candour which dees them much honour, 


have acknowledged that. ſeveral. paſlages they had 
quoted, © do not. immediately refer to the point in 
hand, but rather to the mutual cxerciſe of gifts a- 
mong ehurch· members.“ It is hoped, that upon a 
more deliberate review of theſe paſſages which they: 
{till retain in their ſervice; they will find, that ma- 
ay more beſides thoſe. they have relinquiſhed. « do: 
not immediately refer to the point in hand,“ but to | 
ſome. other. ſuhjsct. 4 The. limits intended. for this- 1 | 
pamphlet will not admit that we enter upon a re- 
vie w of the whole, neither i is it neceſſary. The ab. 
ject of theſe paſſages, or their ſcope and cognexion: 
ace-ſo foneign;to;the buſineſs of Lay-preaching, that, | 
the ungrejudiced. ming; almoſt at firſt fight, will. 
perceive, that the priseiple of: the ſcheme does not 
receive the ſmalleſt: countenance from them. 4 
may therefore ſuffice, to ſeleQ a few, where appear 
ances are moſt-favourable for Lay- preaching, — 
where the Wincipal ſtreſs of the en in its de- 
fence has been laid. 
Numb. xi. 29. And Moſes. ſaid, unto him, R a 
vieſt thou for my ſake? Would: God that all 
the Lord's people were prophets, and that the- | 
Lord would put his Spirit upon, them, 7575 
When Jethro ſaw that Moſes ſat from morniog., 
till evening judging the people, he obſerved to him, 
** This thing is too heavy for thee, thou art not An; 
ble to perform it thyſelf alone,“ Exod. xviii. 13˙ 
He therefore adviſed him to appoint inferior judges, 
who mi ight hear and determine in thoſe cauſes which 
deration of.” 
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fach as were of the greateſt importance, or difficuls 
ty, for himſelf. By this wiſe inſtitution, the birs | 
den of government could not fail to be a great deal 
lighter to Moſes than it had formerly been. But 
the ſpirit of rebellion was fo prevalent among the 
people, and cauſes of ſuch difficulty and importance 


were brought ſo frequently before him, that he Had 
ſtill reaſon to make mention of its weight. But, 


as God will not lay upon any of his people more 


than what they are able to bear, he directed Moſes 


as to thoſe ſteps which were nceffary, in order that 
this burden might be ſtill more divided; and thereby 


diminiſhed, He was to gather together ſeventy' men: 
of the elders of Ifrael, whom he was to bring to 
the door of the taberñacle of the congregation, and 
who were to take part with him in jbdging upon 
all matters of difficulty and in rottabes, Taser de, 
ſeventy who Were nomuated't 


by Moſes, vis; Eldad 
and Medad, remained it the camp. * Whether they 


| were detained” by ceremonial” uncleanneſs, or had 


not received intimation ſufficiently pointed, with re- 
ſpect to the time and place of meeting, r whether 


from a principle of modeſty they wiſhed to decline 
this office, or what were the partieular reaſons of 


their ſtay, we are not informed. That God who 
turns every thing to a good zccount in the end ſaw 
meet to permit this. He teſtified his approbation 
of the choice of Moſes, by the ſpirit 'of prophecy 
conferred upon all the ſeventy. No ſooner was this 


ſpirit received, than they began to prophecy. 28 The 
twd.men who remained in the camp were endowed 


with the fame ſpirit, and . ee likes 


1x : wife. . * 22 l 16 * 
Ae probable t chat « Johus did got Know nt the 
r + 


4 


Try _ I". 
perſotis ho propheßied in the camp belonged to the 


- WU number of thoſe, who were nominated hy Moſes; he 
1 therefore diſpoſed to conſider their exerciſes as. 

I quite out of order; and, jealous for the honour-of 

1 Moſes, and thoſe who were convened with him at 
me door of the tabernacle of the congregation, he 
vas no ſooner informed that they propbetied, than he 
ays upto Moſes, My lord Moſes, forhid them. 
hat Moſes, with that meelaneſs and true greatneſs 
„of mind for which he was ſo Hiſtinguiſned, anſwer- 
ed, as ia he text under review, ! Envieſt thou for 
vy ſake? Would God,” &. From this the war- | 
an tableneſs of. Lay+preaching has been inferred. 
„ Meſes. might. deſire that alli the Lord's people 
ore in, poffeſion of: the: gift of prophecy, it hag» - 
been alledged, that it is , equally. warrantable for 
4 W {uck of this people as are in poſſeſſion of thoſe gifts · 
4 WU ich are zeduniſite for à public miniſtry in the 
= = 20506 have; opportunities pride % e 
4 -<ile. chem, to, do This in the. wol e mee | 


js > poſlible., 1 8 Mao 

7 But this-palloge!: ee ae inſtead of dead 
„ ing, militates very powerfully againſt the ſcheme - | 
f of Layrpreaching. It certainly proves, that all the 
o Lord's prople pre got prophets, an, here, a perſon + 
25 is not inveſted with that offiee, he an havg no war- 
n ant to exerciſs it. If the Lag-hrocther could. e . 
y mat he. is inxeſſed with; any public oſſioe in the 
„ church, he might adduce this text, to ſhewy that he 
e ought. to diſcharge all the duties thereof; but he 
4 brings it for ward with a very bed grace, in de- 
tence. of preaching by perſons not in aſfice while - 
it is not pretended that the ultroneaus preacher ſuſs 
tans. ö in . Arm 5 5 _ 4 


1 ;  theej/thatithou bear it not thyſelf alone.“ It was 


8 
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Only thoſe who are prophets dan have PRE 
prophecy; and though all the congregation: ſhould 
be holy, yet as long as they are not prophets, they: 
have no right to do what is er for enn 
only to perform. MIO, 
[It. deſerves likewiſe to Fi nciniontd heres har 
the prayer of Moſes does not refer to gifts for teach. 
ing, but gifts for rule and government; and it 
would be far more natural to infer from itz that 
private ſubjects ſhould uſurp the office of a judge, 
than that private Chriſtians ſhould diſchar e tlie 
duties of a miniſter of the goſpel. The occation'sf 
this prayer refers immediately to thoſe gifts which 
were neceſſary for rule and government. A regu+ 
lar miniſtry in the word had been inſtituted Tong 


before. Soon after the tribes of Iſrael had cone 


into the wilderneſs, Aaron and his ſons were 6on- 
ſecrated to the prieſt's office, and the whole tribe 


of Levi were ſet apart as the public miniſters for 


inſtracting the people. But there was no ſupreme 

court for matters of judgment, conſiſting of the heads 
of tribes till this time. And, as the prayer of Moſes 
ought to be viewed in relation to the buſineſs for 
which theſe. elders. were convened; it is far more 
natural to ſuppoſe that he is here praying fora ſpi- 
rit of rule and government, than for a ſpirit of pro- 
phecy, ſtrictly and propertly fo called! This is the 


J very Spirit hien he Lord promiſed to put upon 


thoſe men, ver. 1). will take of the Spirit 
which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; 
and they ſhall bear the burden of the people with 


- ertainlycthe ſame! ſpirit that was promiſed which 
was 3 ma 11 the FO refers to a ſpirit ot 
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rule, 10 dos tlie last. It whs/this ſpirit; that! ſoltus 


requeſted Moſes to rebuke. Hbt Moſes, perſuaded! 


that the more this ſpirit prevailed among the peo< 
ple, the burden of government would be the lighter 
to the rulers, ant rhe ſcourge of authority leſs. few 


vere unto thefubjeQsy prays that it might be con 
ferred upon the Whole. And, as it is a ſpirit of go-—- 


vernment which is eſpecially intended in this prayer 
it is quite foreign to its deſign, when it is per- 
verted to countenance the cauſe of Lay. preaching. 

If it ſhould be objected, that Eldad and Medad 
are ſaid expreſsly to have propheſied, it is almoſt 
needleſs to remind. the reader, that the term 
propbecy is not always uſed to denote the giftiof de- 
claring what is future, but is likewiſe uſed to ex- 
preſs the gift of interpreting what was formerly 
delivered; And when theſe men are ſaid to have 


propheſied, ĩt intimates that they were now endomw- 


ed with a very copious meaſure of the Spirit, 


whereby they were capable of under 
preting and applying the law to ſuch particular 
caſes as might come under theit review. There is 
no magiſtrate, who wiſhes well to the intereſts; of! 


thoſe over whom he rules, but would wiſh: that a 
copious meaſure of this ſpirit were given unto 


them all. By lit magiſtrates are taught what are 


thoſe duties whieh are binding upon them towards: 
the people, and are alſo inclined to diſeharge them; 


by the ſame ſpirit, ſubjects are inſtructed'i in the du- 


ties which are required of them, to thoſe who are 


ordaitied of God to bear rule, and are like wife in- 
clined te behave themfelves as the meek and quiet: 


of the land. a e ee eee | 1 


a- retzular government. od cl ene 
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hare praying. that all the Lord's people were pro- 
phets, in the ſtrict and proper acceptation of the 
term, no argument could be deduced from tt in 
ſuppart of the cauſe of Lay - preaching. We are to 
covet the beſt gifts; but we are ho where, directed 


tao exerciſe even theſe in any other way than is 


competent for us in that ſtation which we oceupy 
in the church. Miraculous gifts are not now to be 
expected, and where thoſe of a common nature are 
beſtowed in an uncommon degree, it has been 
already ſhewn, that the mere poſſeſſion thereof, 
gives no man a right to exerciſe them in any ather 
way, than is competent for the. Ration 0 eis 
which he is placed. 


This prayer of Moſes i is e awaits 1 


that public ſpirit, and true greatneſs of mind, which, 


he poſſeſſed. In oppoſition to the graundleſs jea - 
lauſies of Joſhua for the honour of him who is ſtyled, 
King in Jeſhurun, Moſes, without any dread. of his 
loſing a ſingle grain of that reſpe& which was due to 
his rank, could ſay, Would God that all the Lord's 
people were prophets!” And, in oppoſition to all the; 
ſilly prejudices which have been entertained againſt; 


a regular miniſtry in the word, as if they wiſhed, 


to engroſs the whole honours of this high; ation: 


among themſel ves, or were in the ſmalleſt degree: 
afteid that their popularity ſhould fink, by the un- 
tutored eloquence of Lay-preachers, there is not 


ene of them, who has drunk in the ſpirit of their of+ 


ſice, but are daily praying, « that the L ard NU] 


pour out of his Spirit upon all fleſh, ſo that they may 


no more need to teach every man his neighbour;. 
; and Every: man his brother, hut es: they, may alk 
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know the Lord, from the leaſt even to >the greateſt of 
theme ET N We TP 
2 Chron, xvii. 1,8 iy « As; 1 in the third year 
of his rei ign, he ſtir to his princes, even to Ben- 
hail, &c.; and with them he ſent Levites, even 
SHemaiah, &c. ; and they taught in Judah, and 
had the book of the law of the Lord with them, 
and went about throughout all the cities of Ju- 
dah, and taught the people.“ | 
The example of theſe princes, who were neltbeß 
prieſls, Levites, nor Prophets, has been frequently 
adduced in defence of Lay. preaching. | But before 
this paſſage can be quoted in defehce of fuch a mi- 
niſtry, this important matter mult firſt be eſtabliſn- 
ed, vis, that theſe priuces were employed preciſely 
in the fame manner as the priefls' and Levites were. 
Voleſs this can be eſtablifeg, any argument from 
crampfe fiele, can Have ho eig. berg die Gif. 
ſerent things ſuggeſted from the paſſage” Abel Nee : 
us ground to believe they were not. te 
Firft, There is a marked difference elit the | 
characters ſuſfaltief' by, thefe” two clalſes of ment 
The one were princes, and the other were prieſts f 
and Levites. The Arlt erde evil, and the laſt were | 
ecclefiaſtical office-bearets'; And it is ſar more na- 
tural t6 ſuppoſe, that theſe two claſſes of men aps 
peared among the people, each in tlie reſped ive e 
lations, and in the diſchary S of the duties connect- 
ed with them, than to imag te that this Itinerabey- 
of theirs was purſued at its Expence bf "confound?  - 
ing all diſtinctiohs between the civil and eceleſiaf- 
tical authority in the country. 2k Jehoſhaphat was 
anxious to Þt6mbte x thorough reformation,” % 
he certainly intended to — according td order? 
| n, 
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a If the princes were to be 0 
Amp in the ſame way as the prieſts and L. 
vites were, why is there ſuch particular notice ta. 
ken of theſe laſt having carried the hook of the law 
of the Lord their. God with-them, while theiyis no 
mention of the former having done this ? 17 theit 
employment was preciſely the ſame, the one muſt 
have needed the book of the law as well as the o- 
ther. Though the names of the princes are men- 
tioned, and their employment, is likewiſe Ra- 


ted, yet it is not till we are informed who the Le. 


vites and prieſts were, that we read of their carry- 
ing the book of the law with them, The place 
which this circumll ance occu pes in the 5 by 


5 * 00 

But it 1 1 . 20 hy ſents heſe, princes 
teh teach! in the cities of ern. It is ag phanly. al 
fſetted, Deut. xxxi, 22..,* That Moſes "wrote. thi 
SIN day. and ragght , it the children of 
Igel . No perſon can imagine that Moſes, In his 
own perſon, could teach, all the hundreds, of thop- 
„Lan which: gen to che campfef Ifracl, all the 


e 


proper Naben it was to teach the ae dil at 
the commandment of Moſes, it is ſid to have been 
done by him. lu reference to the,caſe more imme- 
_ diately before us, Jehoſhaphat gave all that equv- 
tenance to this Trineragcy which was competes! 
bor him to do. And that the minjſters of * 
might. be protected and encouraged. in this work 

fare of the chief noblemen of his court: were font 
Long with, ems. Pagans as much as e buſineſs 


as 
ene > * 
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were to 2 


0 39 5 
was to be managed under the eyt and influence."of 
thoſe priness, it is ſpoken of as ſomething to be 
done by them; and all thus could be performed, with+- 
out either thefe noblemen becomiag Lay-preachers, 
or the priefts or Levites becoming princes. ; | - 

But although theſe princes had been employed 
preciſeby in the fame manner as the Levites and 
prieſts were, vi. in reading and expounding the 
law in the audience of the people, wherever thy 
went, what is all this to the caufe of Lay-preaching? 
hey were princes. Can our Lay-brethren:pte- 
tend that they are heads of Clans, or rulers over the 


people bey were princes of Judah And there 


were many things competent ſor princes to perfetm, 
who were under à theocratical government, which 
would be very improper to be done now, ſinee all 
the peeuliarivies of the nnn 
ever aboliſhect. tt 
Accs viii. r, 4. an at r 1 whe! Aa 
great perſeoution agaĩaſt the church wYhich was 
at Jerufalem, -and they were all ſcattered a- 
broad throughout the regions of Judea and Sa- 
maria, except the apoſties . Therefute they 
that were ſeattered abroad, went pos. ons] 5 
preaching the word.“. .es 
This pafſage of eee seen hebe brought 
| forward in Abet f Layc preaching with ſuch a 


degree of aſſuranee, chat one | cannot but gur d it 
as the Goliah of the camp. 
degree bf confidence ir has been affirmed, Here it 
is obvious ttrat not 
1 Wonka! pre 


With ant uuparalieled 


ubbers, hut therhureb 

claimed to their fellewuffuuers tte 

olper of che Lotd Jeſus. # Teevade ris," 
* Tenſe; and to ophHe e 
| 59M e 
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uſual meaning of words.“ Whenever 4 perſon 
pays ſo little deference to the judgment of many 4. 
ble critics, who have gone before him, and who have 
conſidered this paſſage in quite a different light, 
and alſo makes uſe of language which is ſo 
very ſtrong in expreſſing an opinion contrary to 
theirs; he never fails to lay himſelf open to a ſuſ. 
picion, that he may be uſing all this parade of 1 
bles for want of better arguments. 
There is ſome reaſon to doubt of the ks ws Fes 
Aden che the church in general, who were ſcat. 
tered abroad, preached the word, if it js conſidered 
that there might be infants in this diſperſion; there 
might be perſons who were not gifted; and there 
might likewiſe be females. Theſe muſt neceſſari. 
ly be excepted, and the number of preachers can- 
not have been ſo great as this writer would have us 
believe. From this it is manifeſt that the term all, 
2 which the whole ſtrefs of the argument for 
Lay preaching is laid, is to he underſtood with cer- 
Nr limitations and reſtrictions. And how far this 
limitation extends, the paſſage itſelf is ſufficient to 
inſtruct us. It cannot refer to the church in gene- 
ral; for aſter this diſperſion had taken place, there 
. ed, 3 at eee Ae carried 
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3 a. eee ;exivoria e every. - hanks 
haling men and women, and committing them 
to priſon. As it cannot refer to the church. in 
general, vor to the diſperſjon in general, it my 
 indeaſioed al the all of ſome-particular elaſs, or de- 
derjption of pexſans. | And. who thes are the ex- 
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fon Wl form us. - Why are the apoſtles ſo particularly ex- 
a. cepted as not belonging to this. diſperſion, while 
ave we know that there were other Chriſtians be- 
tht, | ſides them at Jeruſalem, if it is not to intimate, 
4% that thoſe; of this diſperſion who went everx 
to where preaching the word, were perſons of a % 
lar character and deſcription with the apoſtles? The 
apoſtles were men in office, and ſo were theſe perſe· 
cuted preachers. And, accordingly, wherever we 
ind any of the preachers of this diſperſion mention 
ed afterwards, they are always ſpoken. of as wang 
perſons, who: occupied a public ſtation in 
church. Philip is mentioned in the Loy 
verſe as having gone down. to Samaria, and preached 
Chriſt there. In the eleventh chapter, we are told 


who, when they were come to Antioch, preached 
to none but unto the Jews only. And whether theſe 
Itinerants, were Lay-preachers or not, we learn 
from the thirteenth; chapter, where the ſame. per- 
ſons. are referred n aid-deleribed: as Are prob 47 
phets and teachers 1 
If theſe — were 33 it with z 
be difficult. to ſee what idea the writer ef the Ads! 
intended to conVey hy the word therefore. -i It can» 
not be ſuppoſed that their being perſecuted or ſcat- 
tered abroad gave them any right 10 preach, The 
point of a ſword, the;terror of a gibbet, ar the fury. 24 
of a popular tumult, never bad ſuch victne in 
them as to give any man a right to preach Chnity. © 
But if, they are, conſidered. as perſons! of | the fame 
deſcriptign yith the apoſtles, his meaning isobviouss. -Y 
There were prophets, evangeliſts, and teachers? a-. 
mong them, and ne vere ſuch, they a. 
ö 1 e 


that ſome of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, 
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( 62 ) 

erciſed their miniſtry in thoſe ods whither a 
were ſcattered abroad. "IO OP 
The Greek word ava, which is uſed. to 
ſet forth the miniſtry of theſe men, likewiſe deſerves 
our attention. If the preaching that is intended 


here is to be underſtood of a public miniſtry in the 
goſpel by a perſon not inveſted with any public of. 


fice in the church, it is worthy of remark, that this 


is the only text in the New Teſtament where it is 


to be found having ſuch a ſignification. If we al- 
low the ſcriptures to ſpeak for themſelves, and be 
willing to aſſertain the true 1 meaning of any text by 
comparing it with others, where ſimilar modes of 


expreſſion. are uſed, it will be found that there is 


not a fingle text to countenance the opinion, that 
the mi.uſtry of a Lay. preacher is intended. This 
word is no ſtranger in the ſcriptures. It occurs 
upwards of fifty times in them. And in all that 
variety of texts, it is invariably uſed to denote the 
miniſtry of a perſon inveſted with a ſacred' office. 
Beſides the text under review, it occurs no leſs than 
four different times in this chapter. In verſe 12. it 


is uſed to expreſs the miniſtry of Philip; in verſe 


25· that of Peter and John; and in verſe 35. and 
40. it is uſed again as expreſſive of the miniſtry 


of Philip. In chap. xi. 20. it is uſed to denote 
that miniſtry which was exereiſed by thoſe of this 


diſperſion, whom we find; by chap. xiii. 1. to have 


been prophets and teachers. If fifty different texts 


gan be adduced to ſhew that this word denotes 2 


public miniſtry in the goſpel by a perſon in office, 


and hot a ſingle text can be quoted to ſhew that it 
is ever uſed to denote the miniſtry of a Lay-preach- 
er, it can be 1 no affront upon common ſenſe, nor is 
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it offer any violence to the abet meaning of this 
word, when it is denied that it can ever be eſta- . 
pliſhed from this text, that the * of a Ler- ie) 
pregene 18 Mee e 


May che great en 7110 and plead: his own” 9 ; 
cauſe 3 may he ſhew to the generation the form and bi 
faſhion of his houſe, the. goings · out and the comings- 

in, with all the ordinances and laws thereof; then 
mall the knowledge and reputation of his 1 5 
nances revive, the divine ordinance :of. the! goſpel- 
miniſtry will be reſpected, and the labour of goſ= |. ö 
pel-miniſters crowned with the moſt abundant ſuc- 15 
ceſs. - The harveſt truely i 1s plenteous, but choſen _ f | 
and faithful labourers are very few] let us there- 
fore beſeech the Lord of the e aha he would 
ſend forth labourers into his haryeſt. They are ſuch 
only as are ſent by him who have ground to expect 4 
that they will return with joy, bringing their 
ſheaves with them. They who. run without his 
orders are expoſing themſelves to a ſevere frowu, 
the people among whom they labour to much 1 


harm, and are affording another occaſion to the Hl F 
unclean ſpirits triumphantly. to ſay, „ 2 43 
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